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Town Hall Northwood NH – June 23, 2008 

Call to Order 
Chairman Ken Curley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Roll Call 
Chairman Ken Curley, Selectman Alden Dill, and Town Administrator Paul Martel.  
Selectman Scott Bryer arrived at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Citizen’s Forum 
With no citizen’s comments, the public portion was suspended.   
 
Town Administrator’s Report 
Bryant Library Bid 
Mr. Martel stated that he only received one bid for the Bryant Library chimney. He explained 
other bid requests have not had successful results either. The bid received for the chimney was 
$2,800. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to accept the bid for the Bryant Library chimney from 
Northeast Masonry upon review from the facilities committee. Seconded by Mr. Dill. Motion 
passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Community Center Bid 
Mr. Martel presented the bid for the roof on the community center. Mr. Dill stated that he 
received a call; however, they did not attend the mandatory walk through. Mr. Martel stated that 
bids were mailed out; only one attended the walk through. Mr. Dill stated that the reason for the 
walk through is to attend to hear discussion and get the entire scope of the project. The bid 
received for the roof at the Community Center was received from Copeland Builders for $9,500. 
**Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to submit the bid to the facilities committee. Seconded by Mr. 
Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Bid for FEMA Work on Olde Canterbury Road  
Mr. Martel presented the bid for FEMA work to be done on Olde Canterbury Road. Mr. Dill stated 
that this is the only bid received and is from David Docko in the amount of $15, 046. The work to 
be done is noted for the culverts. Mr. Martel stated that Jim Wilson did the scope of the work and 
Paul Bergeron. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to submit the bid to the highway advisory 
committee. Seconded by Mr. Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Bid for Old Turnpike Road  
Mr. Martel presented the bid for Old Turnpike Road, the second phase. Mr. Curley noted that this 
is the only bid received and is in the amount of $12, 200. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to 
submit the bid to the highway advisory committee. Seconded by Mr. Dill. Motion passed 
unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Digital Video Cameras-Grant for Police Department 
Mr. Martel explained that at the last meeting the board inquired as to the grant for video cameras 
for the police department. He has reviewed the grant and the ratio is 58% to 42%. He added that 
there is money in the matching grant account, approximately $29,000. Mr. Dill asked if that 
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money was for other grants. Mr. Martel stated that it was and noted that $5,000 was for the 
federal budget and $7,450. from the local budget. Mr. Curley noted that this is a general line in 
the town’s budget. Mr. Curley suggested that the police department add a new line for grants. Mr. 
Dill asked what the total is for the town. Mr. Martel replied $7,450. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned 
to approve the purchase order for $7,450. for the digital cameras for the police department. 
Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
Request for Meeting from the Library Trustees 
Mr. Martel stated that he has received a request from the trustees of the library to meet with the   
selectmen, July 15 at their meeting for follow up on the budgeting process. Mr. Dill requested 
they attend the selectmen’s meeting. Mr. Martel will invite them to attend the July 8 meeting. Mr. 
Curley noted that the selectmen do not usually attend the trustees meeting dates.  
 
Suncook Valley Regional Town Association 
Mr. Martell stated that he received a call from Bruce Dyke, chair of the Suncook Valley Regional 
Town Association, regarding the selectmen attending a joint selectmen’s meeting with other 
neighboring town’s where they discuss ongoing issues and ideas. Mr. Martel will contact Mr. 
Dyke for future meetings.      
 
Memo from Code Enforcement – Site Distance Concern  
Mr. Martel stated that a memo has been received from Dave Hickey regarding complaints 
received from limited site distance at the westerly intersection of Bow Street and Rte. 4. Mr. Dill 
stated that there has been some improvement. He added that a portion of the White House 
Antique sign has been removed; however, there are still some issues with the vegetation. He noted 
that the state has stated that it is a town issue. Mr. Martel stated that Mr. Hickey suggested a 
traffic signal at Ridge Rd. and Bow St. Mr. Dill replied that traffic signals are the state’s 
responsibility.  
 
Memo from Code Enforcement – Floor Weight Concerns  
Mr. Martel stated that a memo has been received from Dave Hickey regarding the weight limit of 
the floors on the mail level of town hall. Mr. Martel stated that the issue needs to be addressed. 
Marion Knox, facilities committee, stated that the committee is aware of the situation and has 
looked at the problem. She added that the committee is meeting next week and with then request 
to meet with the selectmen. Mr. Martel noted that last set of minutes from the facilities committee 
has been provided, in the packets tonight.  
 
Sample Firework Notices 
Mr. Martel provided the board with a few sample firework permit notices for their review.  
 
Consent Calendar 
Oath of Office for Margaret Walker, Recycling Committee  
The oath of office was signed by the board.  
 
Appointment for Loren O’Neil, Recreation Commission  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to appoint Loren O’Neil to the recreation commission for a 3 year  
term, to expire March 31, 2011. Seconded by Mr. Bryer. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
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Underwood Engineering Scope of Work – Chesley Memorial Library Parking Lot 
Mr. Martel presented the board with an ESR from Underwood Engineering for the scope of work 
for the library parking lot. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to accept the scope of work submitted by 
Underwood Engineering for the library parking lot expansion and to allow Chairman Curley to 
sign the document. Seconded by Mr. Bryer. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
 
Appointments 
Kathy Boudreau – Opening of Bennett’s Bridge Beach 
Kathy Boudreau, recreation director, met with the board regarding opening Bennett Bridge Beach. 
A memo from her and from David Witham from Primex have been provided in the board’s 
packets.  
 
Ms. Boudreau referred to the memo from Primex and explained that she and Stephanie Oles, the 
beach coordinator, met with Mr. Witham regarding risk factors. The information provided is Mr. 
Witham’s report. Ms. Boudreau stated that the report is consistent with that of Northwood Lake 
and Mary Waldron relative to line of site, lifeguards, signage being in place, property warnings; 
all things that are obtainable. She requested the selectmen grant approval of opening Bennett 
Bridge Beach providing all of the items noted in the report are completed, making the area an 
additional safe swimming area for the community.  
 
Mr. Bryer asked what the costs would be for the items noted. Ms. Boudreau stated that the only 
costs would be for an additional sign. A discussion was held regarding the dock. Ms. Boudreau 
explained that “No Diving” needs to be painted onto the dock. She suggested planters to be used 
as borders for the road edge to prevent people from walking onto the drainage rocks. This would 
be a natural pathway, and very inexpensive. She added that she did talk to the road agent 
regarding the planters. She explained that he is not worried about it and would be similar to 
barrels that could also be driven over. 
 
Ms. Boudreau stated that a lifeguard would be added to the beach. She explained that the job 
listing is still out and an additional application was received yesterday.  
 
Mr. Dill asked what the advantage is with having the beach open. Ms. Boudreau replied that the 
public would have more choices and should Northwood Lake be closed, this would alleviate some 
of the overcrowding of Mary Waldron Beach. She added that when visiting Bennett Bridge Beach, 
there is evidence that the beach is being used as it is, so why not make it larger and more 
appealing. Mr. Curley stated that if people are using the area, they are trespassing. Mr. Curley 
asked if there are funds available in the recreation budget to cover the expenses discussed. Ms. 
Boudreau replied yes. Mr. Dill stated that the repair work for the area would not begin until the 
fall.  
 
Mr. Bryer asked how much beach area there is now and expressed a safety concern; although the 
costs would be minimal. He noted that there may be a problem with parking as well. Ms. 
Boudreau explained that the beach area is now more of a bank area. She added that the parking 
conditions are not being proposed to change. In addition, she explained that the dock will now be 
used as a platform for sitting. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the reopening of Bennett’s 
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Bridge Beach once the scope of work as recommended by Primex has been completed. Seconded 
by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
 
Intent to Cut Johnson Rev Trust, Harmony Road. Map 123; Lot 1.  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the intent to cut for Johnson Revocable Trust, Harmony 
Road Map 123; Lot 1. Seconded by Mr. Bryer. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. 
 
Fireworks Permit 
**Motion** Mr. Bryer motioned to approve the fireworks permit for James Wilson. Seconded by 
Mr. Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. 
 
Veteran’s Exemption, Map 110; Lot 12 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the veteran’s exemption for Odom as recommended by 
the town’s assessor; Map 110; Lot 12. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. 
 
Abatement, 41 Campground Road. Map 234; Lot 29 
Mr. Dill noted the comments and recommendation from the town’s assessor. **Motion** Mr. Dill 
motioned to approve the abatement for Haskell, 41 Campground Road, Map 234; Lot 29. 
Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. 
 
Supplemental Warrant, 41 Campground Road. Map 234; Lot 29 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the supplemental warrant in the amount of $104. 
Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. 
 
Vendor Manifest  
Vendor Manifest in the amount of $689,121.32. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the 
vendor manifest. Seconded by Mr. Bryer. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. The vendor manifest 
was signed by the board.   
 
Vendor Manifest  
Vendor Manifest in the amount of $1,352. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the vendor 
manifest. Seconded by Mr. Bryer. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. The vendor manifest was 
signed by the board.   
 
Minutes 
April 9, 2008 
**Motion** Mr. Bryer motioned to approve the minutes of April 9, 2008, as written. Seconded by 
Mr. Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
 
April 22, 2008 
**Motion** Mr. Bryer motioned to approve the minutes of April 22, 2008, as written. Seconded by 
Mr. Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
 
May 13, 2008 
**Motion** Mr. Bryer motioned to approve the minutes of May 13, 2008, as written. Seconded by 
Mr. Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
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May 27, 2008 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the minutes of May 27, 2008, as written. Seconded by 
Mr. Bryer. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
 
June 10, 2008  
Chairman Curley postponed the June 10, 2008 minutes to the next meeting.  
 
Appointment with Recreation Committee, Conservation Commission, Facilities Committee   
Members of the Conservation Commission present were Chair Steve Roy, Vice-Chair Jim Ryan, 
Wini Young, Mike Matson, Alternate Pauline Lemelin, and Loren O’Neil arrived later during the 
discussion; Recreation Committee members present were Kelley Adams, and Scott Vaughn; 
Facilities Committee members present were Chair Steve Bailey and Marion Knox. Also in 
attendance was Ron Alley who is retired from the Fish and Game Department, Recreation Director 
Kathy Boudreau, Board Secretary Lisa Fellows-Weaver, and Building Inspector David Copeland.  
 
Mr. Curley explained the reason for the meeting is to determine the different goals and plans of 
the Lucas Pond area. He explained that at town meeting in March, the town did not approve the 
warrant article for work on the Lucas Pond boat ramp; however, the Northwood Conservation 
Commission (NCC) had applied moneis to their budget for the purpose of a study relative to 
repairs to the boat ramp.   
 
Mr. Curley explained that Marion Knox has researched the area for any agreements of ownership 
and/or maintenance that may have transpired with the town and the state; however, she has not 
found anything. Ms. Knox provided a packet of information with records from the town clerks 
office and selectmen’s meetings up through 1990.  
 
Ron Alley spoke on the history of the area and the smelt population, which was very important to 
everyone. He thought that the state owned access to the property; however, he noted that all of the 
progress was done together between the state and town. He added that whenever there was a 
problem it was addressed by the state and town and was resolved harmoniously. He does not ever 
recall conflicts between fishing and swimming times as they do not occur simultaneously. Mr. 
Alley stated that he recalls that the beach front area was nothing but sand and railroad ties. Mr. 
Dill commented that it is the same now.   
 
Mr. Curley explained that he would like to have the various committees present provide 
comments and any future goals of the area. He added that there are no funds in the budget to do 
anything at this time; however, there has been much public interest to restore the boat ramp area.   
 
Steve Bailey commented that the facilities committee was approached last year by members of the 
recreation committee and asked if anything was going to be done with the area due to concern of 
beaches in town. He stated that the committee declined in part as the issue was not formal to 
begin with and felt that there should be some type of a combined effort with all of the committees.    
   
Kathy Boudreau stated that as a department head she supports anything that can be done to the 
area as it would help to improve the recreation department. This would also allow for more 
opportunities to be available for the town. She added that she would like to rely on the recreation 
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committee as they are the community; it is up to the committee to determine what the community 
wants and needs and what the park area can be developed into. Mr. Curley asked if there has 
been a general consensus of the recreation committee as to what they would like to see the area 
become. Ms. Boudreau stated that she feels that the general consensus of the committee would be 
to have the area swimmable and that the park area becomes an area that is enjoyable.   
 
Mike Matson explained that the conservation commission’s goal is to preserve what exists. 
Pictures were passed around of the area. He explained that money has been budgeted for a study 
to be done by Underwood Engineering for restoration planning purposes. Mr. Dill added that 
$4,000 was approved to be spent for a plan. Mr. Matson explained that this will not happen in 
one year. 
 
Mr. Matson continued to describe the existing erosion on site and the safety factors due to the 
rotting railroad ties. He added that the area is a beautiful piece of property and noted that the 
park benches are rotted and the area should be restored. He noted that the gravel is draining into 
the pond and he would like to see the area designed to prevent further erosion.  
 
Additional discussion was held regarding the erosion and safety issues. Mr. Bryer asked about the 
erosion and if it is natural or manmade. Mr. Matson described the drainage and noted that the 
culvert is not working, it is filled with gravel. He added that this is not manmade and is similar to 
a sink hole caused by a funnel area. He also noted another area of erosion that could just be the 
lay of the land.  
 
Steve Roy stated that the conservation commission (CC) is charged by state law to protect water 
resource. He stated that this is just that, a large water resource area that impacts a lot in the area. 
He referred to the petition warrant article that was created to develop a beach area and referred 
the issue to the recreation department. He stated that the beach portion is a rec matter.  He 
explained that the CC is concerned with erosion and the loss of soil. Mr. Roy explained that the 
CC drafted a letter to the fish and game commissioner requesting a determination as to if a plan 
was developed by Underwood Engineering, if limitation costs can be covered by Fish and Game 
Habitat Restoration Fund. Discussion ensued regarding the fact that the area is a non motorized 
boat launch. Mr. Matson stated that fish and game does not have funds available and briefly 
explained that the department needs to change so that they can afford to do these types of projects 
with the habitat fund. 
 
Further discussion was held regarding the boat access and funding of the area. Mr. Alley stated 
that fish and game does have non motorized boat access sites. He explained that there are many 
ponds that the department is facing access issues that are not owned by fish and game and have 
been traditional trout ponds. He explained that these access sites are being hampered by what is 
on going at the local level and this is not a unique situation. Mr. Alley suggested that the town as a 
whole address a letter to fish and game and include the town and state history in the letter and 
ask if there is a plan in the future. He added that there must be some availability at some time for 
funds or the department will face not stocking the pond. He asked what will happen at that point 
and if this is the route that fish and game will take. Mr. Alley stated that the letter should come 
from the selectmen, not a town committee.  
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Mr. Bailey stated that the committees all need to come to an agreement. He stated that the 
selectmen represent the people of the town and he feels that the residents of the town sent a 
message at town meeting when they rejected the beach proposal. He added that the selectmen 
need to appoint a committee to see what everyone wants to do. Mr. Matson added that the 
conservation commission is only interested in restoring the area to a point where there would be 
no further erosion.   
 
Loren O’Neil, as an individual tax payer, recognized that the area was donated by the Woodman 
family for a park. She explained that the town has let things go in the area. She stated that the 
location is a valuable area and it is being neglected. Ms. O’Neil explained that the beach aspect is 
outside the realm of the conservation commission and she was referred to the recreation 
commission and has spoken to some members. She stated that each group can co-exist on all 
levels. Mr. Curley stated that the town cannot address the beach aspect until next town meeting. 
He stated that there are no funds available and the vision is to get all committees working together 
so that something can get done.  
 
Ms. O’Neil added that she has contacted DRED regarding Lucas Pond. She explained that there is 
funding available for this type of a project, up to 50%, providing that an application is completed 
prior to December 31.  
 
Mr. Bryer asked about the progress of Underwood Engineering. He stated that this is a bad time as 
there are not a lot of funds available. Ms. O’Neil explained that she has obtained estimates of $25-
30,000 for the restoration of the beach. She noted that this also would help prevent further 
erosion and the project needs to begin somewhere to prevent further deterioration of the site.  
 
Mr. Roy stated that the CC is not intending to work alone and will continue to work with anyone 
regarding the site. He explained that the commission’s intent is to stop erosion and is why the 
NCC took these steps to move forward with the project. Mr. Matson stated that Underwood is 
looking into the entire frontage and all areas that are eroding are being addressed.    
 
Further discussion was held regarding funds for a plan of the entire area, not just the beach. Ms. 
Knox asked if there could be a site plan completed for the town of the entire area and the entire 
scope of the plan. She noted that there should be a survey of the area done too. Additional 
discussion was held regarding the fence. Ms. Knox explained that the town and fish and game 
installed the fence. Mr. Roy stated that the fence is now the property of the new owner and is no 
longer the property of the town; therefore, the town has no responsibility to repair the fence. Mr. 
Dill referred to minutes provided by Ms. Knox, which note the fence belongs to the property 
owners not the town. Mr. Bailey noted that the new owners may have had some of the area 
surveyed. Building Inspector David Copeland noted the deed of the area that mentions a transfer 
of 800’ of property to the town from Mr. Post, which mentions the fence. He added that at a 
recent conference he learned of a pervious concrete material that he thinks would be nice in this 
area. Mr. Copeland stated that there is plenty of frontage on the lot and feels that the area is nice 
for the town.  
 
Mr. Curley stated that the area is a resource and asset to the town. He stated that the town still has 
a responsibility to make sure that the people have access to the resources and it appears that there 
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is a general consensus that the town’s people want a beach there. He added that if this is the case, 
he wants a plan. Mr. Dill asked if the restoration of the boat launch is a matter for the 
conservation commission, and asked why the CC fund would not be able to cover the costs. Mr. 
Roy referred to RSA 36A which has certain criteria for spending from the conservation 
commission land fund. He added that it will not allow the commission to pay for the repairs to the 
boat launch.  
 
Mr. Ryan agreed with the suggestion of a committee being established of various members of the 
present committees with the final decision of the project being the responsibility of the recreation 
commission, when completed.  
 
Mr. Bryer asked if the scope of the work of Underwood is just for the boat access, erosion and 
restoration; it is not including anything with the beach. Mr. Bryer requested all details and 
specifications to the plan and the phases. Mr. Curley stated that the scope of work from 
Underwood will give the town a structure as to what the town can ask for as far as donations of  
work from local companies, the state, any contractors, etc. Mr. Dill stated that he would like the 
plan to be in two phases.  
 
Mr. Copeland asked if the town is responsible to repair the area if there is such an erosion 
problem going on. Mr. Roy replies that the work scope will be a tiered plan; an emergency 
response plan and then a rough field survey.  
 
Ms. Knox noted that she feels that the committee is a great idea and added that members of the 
public that live in the area and a selectman who represents the recreation committee should be on 
the committee too.  
 
Ms. O’Neil asked if the conservation budget could be expanded to include a detailed survey. Mr. 
Bryer replied that he feels that it would be inappropriate to spend funds against something that 
was not approved at town meeting.   
 
**Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to form the Woodman Park Study Committee to consist of one 
member from the conservation commission, recreation committee, facilities committee, two 
members of the public, and a selectmen’s representative. Seconded by Mr. Dill. Mr. Bryer stated 
that the meetings are public meetings and anyone can attend. Mr. Alley noted that there has been 
some great progress made tonight. He suggested that one member of the public be a resident in 
the Lucas Pond/School Lot area. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0.  
 
Mr. Curley requested a recess at 8:00 p.m. Session resumed at 8:10 p.m.  
 
Selectmen’s Comments 
A general discussion was held regarding the bid process and the lack of responses received.  
 
Mr. Curley updated the board on the technology committee. He explained that the committee will 
be coming in to make changes to the computer system.  
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Other 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a letter of resignation from Kathy Todt. **Motion** Mr. Bryer 
motioned to accept the letter of resignation, with regret. Seconded by Mr. Dill. Motion passed 
unanimously; 3/0. 
 
**Motion** Mr. Bryer motioned to advertise the office assistant position. Mr. Bryer seconded the 
motion. Motion passed unanimously; 3/0. 
 
8:20 p.m. **Motion** Mr. Bryer motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Dill. The motion passed 
unanimously; 3/0.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lisa Fellows-Weaver 
Board Secretary  
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