
Northwood Conservation Commission minutes of site walk on Peter Aikens 
property Map 102 Lot 9 July 20,2018 at 6:15 pm PRESENT: Andrew 
Gray,consultant engineer, representing Peter Aikens, Chair Grace Levergood, 
Fred Borman and Wini Young. 
MINUTES: The group walked around the foundation and noted how close the 
wetland edge is. Mr. Gray noted how the wetland had migrated. Ms. Levergood 
said that it looked like the area had been filled; Mr. Gray said it could be fill or 
overburden. 
Mr. Borman and Mr. Gray identified the wetland as a red maple swamp. There 
was a mixture of vegetation. Mr. Borman noted that the area next to the 
foundation had upland tree and shrub species ( for example,paper birch and 
white pine) indicating that area is dry most of the year. 
Ms. Young asked if there was any indication where the water flowed, to the lake 
or out. The group discussed this would depend on the season. Ms. Young 
mentioned that the water table must be high . The group noted the foundation 
was not very deep, probably due to the water table. 
The group viewed the access to the lake. Mr. Gray commented that the 
regulations for making an access are very strict. The group noted the long dock 
on the abutting neighbors lot. Ms. Young asked about the driveway turnaround 
being in the setback and Mr. Gray said it has to be at that location because the 
septic tank would be on the other side of the driveway. 
Ms. Young mentioned the paved driveway and she and Ms. Levergood noted 
concern about the impervious surface and runoff to the wetland. The group found 
the ends of the drainage ditch/culvert. Mr. Gray clarified that only the drainage 
ditch work was permitted. All the rest of the work was done without a permit and 
they were seeking an after the fact permit. He stated that the ditch is not very 
effective. The special exception is for all the work on the lot that is within the 
current setback and the septic line work in the wetland. 
The group walked north along the route of the septic line noting the small wetland 
area to be trenched for the septic line. It was wet and muddy. The entire route of 
the septic line seems to have been filled. Mr. Gray mentioned that the ditch 
would be 4 foot deep and a back hoe bucket wide. The work area would be about 
10 feet wide. The group walked up a short steep hill to the existing concrete 
chambered drainfield. Mr. Gray mentioned how they have to clear off the soil and 
determine if the structure will function and pass inspection. 
Mr. Gray mentioned that he filed a building permit but the building inspector left 
his position with the town, so he, Mr. Gray, did not get a determination of whether 
he needs a special exception or a variance. The site walk ended at 7pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Wini Young 


