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Chairman Wolf called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Chairman Rick Wolf, Selectman Scott Bryer, Selectman Donald Hodgdon, 
and Town Administrator Joseph Gunter  
 
Chairman Wolf led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Appointments 
Citizens for Solar Power-Diana Anderson 
She stated that recently a group of Northwood residents started meeting to look into 
ways to lower energy costs and to do something to have more control over our energy 
future. They also met with people from several seacosts town who had similar interest 
and they formed a group called Energize 360. The purpose of Energize 360 is to reduce 
energy costs through three methods. Number 1 is to measure, Number 2 is reducing, 
and 3 is renew. Initially they sent out request for proposal to three vendors. The chose 
Yankee Thermal and Revision Energy.  They recently licked off the campaign in five 
towns offer significant discounts to participants through the end of July. They would 
encourage the people of Northwood to get an energy audit through Yankee Thermal in 
order to see if there are any areas of their homes to make them more energy efficient. 
Once that’s done, they can opt to reduce and have the work done. The money that was 
spent on the energy audit would go towards that work. They can also renew by 
installing solar power heat pumps for hot water. The purpose of Energize 360 is to do 
the leg work. Christina Zlotnick from Revision Energy was also present. She stated 
that they were founded in Maine in 2003. They have over 160 employees across two 
states. They started out as a solar energy company exclusively installing solar 
electricity. They got really busy installing solar hot water. Solar power has become 
more affordable recently. They also have other electric technologies that they offer. 
They try to take a whole house approach. This campaign also introduces efficiency in 
terms of weatherization.  There are rebates from the state available for certain 
upgrades. Lucy Edwards was present to speak. She stated that they have talked about 
having an energy committee for the town so the BOS could have someone else doing 
the research on what’s available, what grants are available and what rebates people 
could receive.  
 

Recycling Committee  
 
James Vallencourt was present. He stated that they looked at the fees for recycling 
believing that it would be folded into all of the fee changes that were proposed at the 
beginning of the year. Selectman Bryer stated that they could talk about them but 
they would still need to have a public hearing. There is a basic premise that things 
that people can recycle buy other businesses when they buy new products, they are 
trying to get people to take advantage of that. For the things that don’t have any place 
to go, then we have a civic responsibility to recycle them. Passenger tires and 
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commercial tires are $5 or $10 or the going rate. If it’s less than $5 or $10 then we 
drop the rate. If it’s more, than we are just trying to cover our costs.  Twin or full size 
mattress are $10. King or Queen are $15 and the box spring it’s another $10. If it’s 
wet there is a surcharge or they won’t take it until it’s dry. A generic TV is $10. A flat 
screen up to 49’ is $5. If it’s over 50’ it’s $10. If it’s a console TV in a wooden case, it’s 
$25. A CRT is a $5 surcharge on top of the $10. A sofa is $20, a love seat is $10. A 
sleeper is $25. Kitchen chairs one for $2 or four for $5. A generic chair is $3. A stuffed 
chair is $5 and a recliner is $10. Tables are $5. Computer monitors are $5. Older 
models have a $5 surcharge. Laptop, game consoles are free. Speaker systems are 
free. Home appliances (washer, dryer, stove) are free. Pianos are $60. Home appliances 
are free, but a fridge, freezer, humidifier, or an A/C unit. They have Freon in them so 
they have a $10 surcharge. Demo doesn’t have any changes to it. Selectman Hodgdon 
stated that demo was the one that they were the most concerned about. He also asked 
why they would charge $10 for a box spring when it weighs a third of what a mattress 
weighed. Mr. Vallencourt stated that the reasoning is that they would rather they take 
it someplace else. Selectman Hodgdon stated that he felt it was giving revenue away 
that the town could have made. Selectman Bryer stated that it would lower the 
disposal costs when people recycle things through other businesses. Selectman 
Hodgdon asked if anyone ever contacted Northwood Auto Salvage to see if they could 
use their scales to weigh the demo. Mr. Gunter stated that they were waiting to see 
what the fee schedule would be.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion contact Northwood Auto Salvage to see if they 
would allow the town to use the scales to weigh demo. Selectman Hodgdon 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
 
Mr. Vallencourt stated that they are also looking into new buildings as well to replace 
the battery building and the lightbulb building.  
 
Assessing 
 
Mr. Gunter stated that they checked into the questionable Intent to Excavate and it 
was 100 yards he was asking to excavate.  
 

Selectman Bryer made a motion to approve the Intent to Excavate for Map M117 
Lot 25G. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 2/1.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to approve an Intent to Cut for Map 212 Lot 65. 
All taxes are paid. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
 
Mr. Gunter stated that a Northwood resident of 40 years came in to file a Veteran’s 
Credit but was a few days late. It’s up to the BOS to decide if they want to assess his 
credit for this year or next year. Selectman Bryer stated that he didn’t feel they could 



 
 

Northwood Board of Selectmen 

 Minutes of May 9, 2017 

 

 

Official on June 13, 2017 3 

grant him the credit for 2017, because if they gave it to him even though he got his 
application in late, it would set a precedent for everyone to ignore the due date.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to approve the Veteran’s Credit for tax year 
2018. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 2/1. 
 
Approval of Manifest 
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion approve manifest P-2017-10 in the amount of 
$54,028.28. Chairman Wolf seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Miscellaneous Approvals.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to approve an addition to the printer/copier 
contract in the amount of $912 for a printer for the Fire Department. Chairman 
Wolf seconded. Mr. Gunter stated that he spoke with the chief and he felt that the 
$76 a month payment was something they could absorb. Selectman Bryer asked if 
they could purchase something cheaper outright. Mr. Gunter stated that they have 
purchased cheaper printers in the past and because of the volume of printing and 
faxing they do, they end up not lasting very long. Selectman Bryer stated that he’d like 
to know the volume of the printing they do before approving this.  
 
Selectman Bryer rescinded his motion. Selectman Hodgdon rescinded his 
second.   
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 
Mr. Gunter stated that he had two people who were interested in joining the ZBA. 
Selectman Bryer stated that he wanted to publicly clear the air. For the record, his 
intention was that he had all due respect for the current members of the ZBA. He feels 
that some of this was taken out of context. He feels that a lot of the people who served 
on the ZBA have given a lot to the town. By no means did he mean by sitting back and 
holding off on the appointments did he mean any insult to these people who resigned. 
He feels that if the appoint anyone, he would like to make it temporary until they can 

sit down with the various boards to see how they can address the issues with the 
small lots. He feels the ZBA follows the law and works to the best of their ability. He 
stated that he was approached by a former ZBA member who said that he would like 
to serve, but because of the situation he couldn’t. Chairman Wolf stated that they 
offered that the other night, but the ZBA members who were present stated that they 
tried to that already and got nowhere and the fingers were pointed at the Selectmen. 
They met with them, and they thought they were close to a solution but they didn’t get 
anywhere.  
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Matt Fowler was present from the ZBA. He stated that he only has three years’ 
experience, and he still has so much to learn. The members who resigned had a 
combined 50 years of experience. His biggest concern is that if they have a totally new 
board, with all of the upcoming applications, they will not be able to get through all of 
them. The small lot issue can’t be fixed in one meeting. If they do come up with a 
solution, it will take a vote from the town in order to pass any ordinances. Selectman 
Bryer stated that he would like to reach out with an olive branch. He did not want 
anyone to quit. Chairman Wolf stated that there are articles in the paper, putting the 
BOS in a bad light. He asked why couldn’t they have just come and talked to them, 
instead of putting an article in the paper. They said they couldn’t get anyone to join 
the ZBA, but now that these people resigned, they have people who want to join, why 
is that? Selectman Hodgdon asked if the people who are asking to join are qualified to 
be on the board. Chairman Wolf stated there were no qualifications except to be a 
town resident. Mr. Fowler stated that the problems arise if the procedure isn’t done 
correctly because someone doesn’t know what they are doing, it can come back to the 
town legally. It’s happened before. Selectman Bryer stated that because the ZBA has 
done their job right in the time that he’s been a selectman, the town has never had a 
major court loss. Mr. Fowler stated that he would stay on the board. There are eight 
cases on the agenda for the May meeting. He’d like to stay on and help the town 
through it.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to appoint Matt Fowler to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment with his term expiring March 31, 2020. Selectman Hodgdon 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to appoint Curtis Naleid to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment with his term expiring March 31, 2020. Selectman Hodgdon 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to appoint Tim Jandebeur to the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment with his term expiring March 31, 2018. Selectman Hodgdon 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to appoint Babette Morell to the Zoning Board of 

Adjustment with his term expiring March 31, 2018. Selectman Hodgdon 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to accept Roy Pender’s resignation with regret 
from the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Selectman Hodgdon seconded.  
 
Selectman Bryer stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Pender for his years of service to 
the town.  
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Motion Carried 3/0    
Selectman Bryer requested the Mr. Gunter draft a letter to Mr. Pender thanking him 
for his years of service.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to accept Bruce Farr’s resignation with regret 
from the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion 
carried 3/0.  
Selectman Bryer stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Farr for his years of service to the 
town.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to accept Marcia Severance’s resignation with 
regret. Chairman Wolf seconded. 
 
Selectman Hodgdon stated that he wanted to thank Ms. Severance for 38 years of 
service. Chairman Wolf stated that he wanted to thank Ms. Severance personally 
because she has been an asset to the town and she will be greatly missed.  
 
Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Mr. Gunter stated that he would like to post the position for Ms. Severance’s position.  
 
Road Construction 
 
Mr. Gunter stated that he spoke with GMI and they lowered their price to $183,000 for 
Jenness Pond. He stated that he spoke with R&D and let them know the decision of 
the committee and made sure that they wanted to do the other three roads and they 
declined. Selectman Bryer stated that he’d like to get the paving done as early as 
possible. Chairman Wolf stated that he agreed, but he wanted to make sure they are 
all on the same page as far as Jenness Pond Road was concerned. There was a 
misunderstanding. They heard many different ways to do it. Selectman Bryer stated 
that they put out the specs for Jenness Pond Road, and they have to do it based on 
the specs. Chairman Wolf stated that the specs might be wrong because someone 
dropped the ball. He stated that before he awards the bid he wants to know how they 
are going to do the road. Mr. Gunter stated that GMI is going to do it as the committee 

discussed at the last meeting per the addendum. Mr. Gunter stated that Bigelow Road 
is not on the schedule for paving. That will give them enough to do Jenness Pond, 
Temperance Hill, and Lower Deerfield Road through GMI. Chairman Wolf expressed 
his concern with the quality of the work GMI did on Bow Lake Road because of the 
road opening up at the seam over the winter.  Mr. Gunter stated that they took 
responsibility for that and they are going to fix that at no cost.  
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Selectman Bryer made a motion to award the bid to GMI for the contract for 
Temperance Hill Road, Jenness Pond Road, and Lower Deerfield Road to be 
completed within 60 days. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
 
Tax Warrant 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to approve the property tax levy in the amount 
of $5,579,401.00. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Town Administrator’s Report 
Mr. Gunter stated that the credit card equipment arrived and they are moving forward. 
Mr. Gunter stated that the Facilities Committee stated that they decided where they 
would like to place the gazebo. Selectman Bryer stated that Wellington State Park has 
a shelter type structure. Mr. Gunter stated that the one they are proposing is a 
pavilion. Selectman Hodgdon stated that it looks like they are going to cut more trees. 
Mr. Gunter stated that the location was what the Facilities Committee recommended. 
Chairman Wolf stated that he disagreed with where they picked. They would rather 
they didn’t have to cut the trees. Chairman Wolf stated that they can find another spot 
for it. Mr. Gunter stated that he knew the board wasn’t interested in putting in a 
trailhead at the rec field, but he was wondering if they would be okay with signs 
stating that there were trails. Selectman Bryer stated that on Saturday he went with 
on the site walk with the Conservation Commission and he hiked the proposed trails. 
He stated that he expressed as an individual selectman to the Conservation 
Commission that he had no issues with the trails, however, his concern is that if there 
is a sporting event going on, some parents may not be able to get in to the parking lot 
for the game. But as far as the trails, he had no issue with signs stating where the 
trails were. Mr. Gunter stated that for the trail grant, he needs to be able to say that 
we started and pointed to where the trails are. Chairman Wolf stated that he still has a 
problem with opening up that area to everyone. He’s not against the trails, he’s just 
against the public use of the rec facility by everybody.  
 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to allow the signs to be put up stating where 
the trails are and also stating for Northwood residents only. Selectman Bryer 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0. 
 

Mr. Gunter stated that the should take a site walk.  The board scheduled a site walk 
for May 16, 2017 at 5 PM 
 
 
Individual Selectman’s Reports 
Selectman Hodgdon stated that he felt some of the committees were getting a little 
pushy. They don’t have to take all of their recommendations. He stated that he felt 
that they think if they recommend it, that they are just going to accept it. He feels that 
they should be better with policing how they are spending money.  
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Non-Public Session RSA 91-A:3, II (a,d) 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to go into non-public under RSA 91A-:3, II 
(a,d) at 8:18 PM, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carried; 3/0. 
 
Roll Call 
Selectman Bryer- Yes 
Chairman Wolf – Yes 
Selectman Hodgdon – Yes 
 
Motion carries; 3/0. 
 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to come out of non-public at 8:56, seconded 
by Chairman Wolf. Motion carried; 3/0. 
 
Roll Call 
Selectman Bryer 
Chairman Wolf – Yes 
Selectman Hodgdon – Yes 
 
Motion carried; 3/0. 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to seal the minutes, seconded by Chairman 
Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to approve an administrative abatement on Map 
219 Lot 35 of $5,589.93 Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Selectman Bryer made a motion to proceed with the eviction process on Map 
212 Lot 72. Selectman Hodgdon seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
 

Selectman Bryer mad a motion to adjourn at 9:08. Selectman Hodgdon 
seconded. Motion carried 3/0.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
Susan Austin 

Land Use Secretary.  
 
 
 
 
 


