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Town Hall Northwood NH – March 3, 2008 

Call to Order 
Chairman Scott Bryer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Roll Call 
Selectman Ken Curley, Selectman Alden Dill, and Town Administrator Paul Martel.  
 
Absent  
Chairman Scott Bryer 
 
Public Hearing 
Mr. Curley read the public notice and opened the public hearing relative to SB-2. 
 
Joe McCaffrey of 280 Harmony Road, requested comments from the selectmen relative to their 
opinion of the SB-2 petition. Mr. Curley replied that the purpose of the public hearing is for 
public comment not for selectmen to voice their opinions.   
 
Ken Witham explained that he generated the petition. He stated that he feels it is time that the 
town adopts Senate Bill 2; times have changed. He stated that SB-2 will not harm the town; it 
allows for more people to be involved in what is going on in the town.  
 
Mr. Dill explained the process and the structure of SB-2 in that there is a deliberative session 
where issues are explained and addressed. At that time the items can be amended but are voted on 
when town election is held. Mr. Dill noted that there are two different Senate Bill 2; town and 
school.   
 
Dialogue was held between Mr. Witham and Mr. McCaffrey regarding the attendance of the 
town’s people at town meeting. Mr. Witham noted that last year approximately 99 people 
attended the school district meeting and 172 attended the town meeting.     
 
Matt Fowler of Newman Drive stated that he does not have enough information to base a decision 
regarding SB-2. He expressed concern with the fact that people do not feel that it is important to 
attend town meeting so what would make them attend the deliberative session to get informed.   
 
Ken Rick, Harmony Road, stated that he was present to obtain information and wished that there 
were more people in attendance. He asked why there was a hearing held. Mr. Curley explained 
that when SB-2 is presented as a petition warrant article a public hearing must be held, per state 
statute.  
 
Alden Dill of Upper Bow Street commented as a citizen. He explained that the Town of 
Northwood has held a town meeting since 1773 when Northwood was incorporated as a town. 
Last year comments were made that SB-2 would save money. At town meeting last year an 
amendment was made on the budget, discussed, and voted on. He feels that people made a much 
more informed decision at the town meeting. In addition, he explained the default budget, which 
is a certain percentage determined by DRA. He stated that in some cases, the default budget has 
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been higher than the proposed budget. In closing, Mr. Dill stated that he will continue to support 
the traditional town meeting.  
 
Mr. Dill further explained amending a budget and the default budget. Mr. Curley added that if 
the budget should be tabled or voted down at town meeting, the town’s budget would be a default 
budget to last year’s budget that passed without an increase. He noted that with SB-2, a default 
budget is a budget with an increase.  
 
Budget discussions continued regarding last year’s budget. Mr. Witham stated that the town needs 
to operate on a default budget. He stated that he feels that the default budget has enough money 
to run the town.    
 
Rick Wolf of Lucas Pond stated that he feels that the town needs SB-2. He referred to last year and 
new positions being voted out at town meeting and yet they appear in the budget for this year. He 
explained that the board is not following the wishes of the voters, which he feels implies that the 
town needs some control. 
 
Mr. Fowler stated that the statement of Mr. Wolf would mean to him that it would be better to 
keep the traditional meeting. Further discussion was held regarding default budgets and projects 
that were to be done. Mr. Dill stated that it is his understanding that new road projects can not be 
followed through under default budgets.  
 
Additional discussion was held regarding the process of town meeting and the processing of 
developing the tax rate.  
 
Mr. Rick asked the selectmen if either of them felt if SB-2’s principles would be invasive to the 
way the town is currently begin run. Mr. Dill and Mr. Curley both replied no. Mr. Dill added that 
SB-2 is not his preferred way to address town business. Further discussion was held regarding the 
town’s budget. Mr. Dill stated that the selectmen spent a lot of time reviewing the budget. Mr. 
Witham stated that SB-2 is not the answer to everything; however, it is a way to get everyone 
involved.    
 
Mr. Wolf commented about the town’s proposed budget. He stated that the town has proposed the 
purchase of a new fire truck and police cruiser. He also noted full time positions. Mr. Dill replied 
that the fire truck and police cruiser are warrant articles. Mr. Curley added that the selectmen 
have the statutory authority to hire, fire, and schedule people to perform services for the town. 
Mr. Wolf stated that the selectmen are not adhering to the wishes of the voters. Mr. Martel replied 
that personnel issues are non binding.  
 
Mr. Dill, as a citizen, stated that timely changes can be made at town meeting. Winter conditions 
are unknown and it is nice to be able to amend issues such as sand and salt lines. He suggested 
that the voters get informed as to why a new fire truck is proposed, etc. He added that he feels 
that there is no other way to get immediately informed than by a town meeting.  
 
Mr. McCaffrey asked additional processing questions regarding SB-2. Mr. Dill explained that 
other towns that have SB-2 also have similar problems with minimal attendance at the 
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deliberative sessions. Mr. Dill added that there is no time lapse between town meeting and voting 
whereas in a deliberative session there are a few weeks from the deliberative session to voting.    
 
With no additional comment, Mr. Curley closed the public hearing at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Mr. Curley called for a recess.  
 
Town Administrator’s Report  
Highway Budget Report 
Mr. Martel stated that at the last meeting Mr. Bryer requested a report of the spending within the 
highway department for snow removal. He stated that this morning it was $81,000. Also this 
morning, Mr. Wilson submitted invoices totaling $12,000. This did not include any services from 
this past weekend. Mr. Martel estimated $96,000-$97,000 out of $104,000.  Mr. Martel stated 
that this is a total of all lines including sand and salt. He also noted that it is just the beginning of 
March with November and December of 2008 that also need to be considered.  
 
Rockingham County Adult Day Program 
Mr. Martel stated that he received a request for a bulletin board posting for this day program. 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the bulletin board posting for the Rockingham County 
Adult Day Program. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Shoreline Protection Act - DVD 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a copy of the NHDES presentation regarding the Shoreline 
Protection Act to be placed on the town public access channel.    
 
Rental Agreement 
Mr. Martel stated that Scott Vaughn was previously appointed to the recreation committee. He 
noted that Mr. Vaughn has expressed interest in being appointed to the facilities committee. Mr. 
Martel added that Mr. Vaughn has completed all the necessary paper work for the facilities 
committee; however, was never sworn in for either positions. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to 
appoint Scott Vaughn to the facilities committee with a term to expire March 2011 and to appoint 
Mr. Vaughn to the recreation committee with a term to expire March 2010. Seconded by Mr. 
Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Petition  
Mr. Martel stated that he has received a petition relative to a dog. He explained that the petition 
was sent to the animal control officer, the selectmen, and the police department. Mr. Curley stated 
that the animal control officer needs to contact the petitioner and follow up. Mr. Dill requested 
that Mr. Martel also follow up.  
 
Lions Club Extension  
Mr. Martel received a request from the Lions Club to extend the ice races. He noted that this 
matter should have been addressed at last weeks meeting as the extension was to be for this 
weekend; however, the meeting was canceled due to inclement weather.   
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Emergency Management Committee Appointment  
Mr. Martel stated that he has spoken to Bob Young regarding the appointment of Steve Bailey to 
the EMC. Mr. Young stated that Mr. Bailey would be a valuable addition to the team. **Motion** 
Mr. Dill motioned to appoint Steve Bailey to the emergency management committee with a term 
to expire March 2011. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
Safety Committee Policy 
Mr. Martel stated that the safety committee policy is almost complete. He explained that there is 
now no chair of the town’s safety committee. Mr. Curley suggested a member of the fire 
department should chair the committee. Mr. Martel volunteered to conduct the next meeting as 
the interim chair and appoint officers at the next meeting. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to 
appoint Town Administrator Paul Martel as the interim chair for the safety committee. Seconded 
by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
Current Use Warrant for Severance, Bow Lake Road. Map 222; Lot 59 
Mr. Martel stated that the board tabled this at the last meeting pending additional information. He 
explained that there are wetlands existing on the lot that are noted on the town’s maps and 10 
acres can be put into current use. Mr. Martel added that Mr. Bryer also checked with DRA as 
well. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the current use warrant for Severance, Bow Lake 
Road, Map 222; Lot 59. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Lowes Credit Card 
Mr. Martel explained that a few meetings ago he spoke about the request for the fire department 
to obtain a Lowes credit card and the selectmen did not support the idea. He stated that he has 
spoken to Kevin Madison who explained that the credit card would be for the towns use, similar 
to the Staples card. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the town to apply for a Lowes 
business line of credit. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes  
The minutes were postponed.  
 
Consent Calendar    
Intent to Cut for Graves, 90 Green Street. Map 238; Lot12-Sublot 2   
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the Intent to Cut for Graves, 90 Green Street, Map 238; 
Lot 12; Sublot 2. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The board signed the 
intent to cut.  
 
Timber Tax Levy for Barbara Hamm, Map 212; Lot 65 - Tax Year April 1, 2007- March 31, 2008  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the timber tax levy for Hamm, for $140.35, Map 212; 
Lot 65. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The board signed the tax levy.  
 
Certification of Yield Taxes Assessed for Barbara Hamm, Map 212; Lot 65 - Tax Year April 1, 
2007- March 31, 2008 
**Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to approve the certification of yield taxes for Hamm, Map 212; 
Lot 65. Seconded by Mr. Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The board signed the certification 
for yield taxes.  
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Abatement for Green, Mill Pond Road. Map 106; Lot 1-Sublot 2 
Mr. Martel presented the board with an abatement for Green, Mill Pond Road, Map 106; Lot 1; 
Sublot 2, for $390. Mr. Martel stated that this was previously approved; however, it was not 
signed. The abatement was signed by the board.   
 
Abatement for Nash, 16 Strafford Road. Map 231; Lot 56  
Mr. Martel presented the board with an abatement for Nash, 16 Strafford Road, Map 231; Lot 56, 
for $363. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the abatement for Nash, 16 Strafford Road, 
Map 231; Lot 56, for $363. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Mr. Dill noted comments from the assessor 
recommending the abatement and that the building measurements have been corrected from 14’ 
x 76’ to 14’ x 72’. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The abatement was signed by the board. 
 
Abatement for Smith, 36 Ledges Road. Map 118; Lot 19 
Mr. Martel presented the board with an abatement for Smith, 36 Ledges Road, Map 118; Lot 19, 
for $286. Mr. Martel noted that this was a deed change. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to 
approve the abatement for Smith, 36 Ledges Road, Map 118; Lot 19, for $286. Seconded by Mr. 
Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The abatement was signed by the board. 
 
Abatement for Van Asperen, 52 Lucas Pond Road. Map 124; Lot13  
Mr. Martel presented the board with an abatement for Van Asperen, 52 Lucas Pond Road, Map 
124; Lot 13, for $2,985. Mr. Martel noted that the assessment was changed. **Motion** Mr. Dill 
motioned to approve the abatement for Van Asperen, 52 Lucas Pond Road, Map 124; Lot 13, for 
$2,985. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Mr. Dill noted that assessors comments regarding the condition 
of the home. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The abatement was signed by the board. 
 
Current Use Penalty for Gold Leaf Homes Inc., 56 Knowles Way. Map 210; Lot 62 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a current use penalty for Gold Leaf Homes Inc., 56 Knowles 
Way. Map 210; Lot 62, for $8,000. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the current use 
penalty for Gold Leaf Homes Inc., 56 Knowles Way, Map 210; Lot 62, for $8,000.  Seconded by 
Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The current use penalty was signed by the board. 
 
Current Use Application for Kelley, 13 Bow Street. Map 230; Lot 22 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a current use application for Kelley, 13 Bow Street. Map 
230; Lot 22. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the current use application for Kelley, 13 
Bow Street, Map 230; Lot 22.  Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The 
application was signed by the board. 
 
Veterans Exemption for Sowle, 365 Winding Hill Road. Map 240; Lot 6 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a veteran’s exemption for Sowle, 365 Winding Hill Road,  
Map 240; Lot 6 in the amount of $500. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to grant the veterans 
exemption for $500. for Sowle, 365 Winding Hill Road, Map 240; Lot 6.  Seconded by Mr. 
Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The exemption was signed by the board. 
 
Veterans Exemption for Swallow, 295 First NH Turnpike. Map 231; Lot 86 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a veteran’s exemption for Swallow, 295 First NH Turnpike, 
Map 231; Lot 86 in the amount of $500. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to grant the veterans 
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exemption for $250. for Swallow, 295 First NH Turnpike, Map 231; Lot 86.  Seconded by Mr. 
Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The exemption was signed by the board. 
 
Request from Recreation Department for Funds from the Recreation Escrow Account 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a reimbursement request from the recreation director in the 
amount of $759., which are funds from the recent Pats Peak outing. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned 
to approve the reimbursement of $759. to the recreation director. Seconded by Mr. Curley. A 
discussion was held regarding how the trip was paid. Mr. Dill stated that the trips should not be 
funded on the employee’s personal credit card. Mr. Martel stated that he would check into this. 
Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Request from Recreation Department for Funds from the Recreation Escrow Account 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a reimbursement request from the recreation director in the 
amount of $136.50., which are funds from the recent outing to the NH Fisheries. **Motion** Mr. 
Curley motioned to approve the reimbursement of $136.50. to the recreation director. Seconded 
by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Junk Dealers License for Johnny’s Car Removal, Rte. 4 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a junk yard license request for Johnny’s Car Rental, John 
Snedeker, Jr. on Rte. 4. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the junk yard license request for 
John Snedeker, Johnny’s Car Removal. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Junk Dealers License for K&E Transfer Enterprises, LLC, First NH Turnpike 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a junk yard license request for K&E Transfer Enterprises, 
LLC, Kenneth Colpritt, 690 First NH Turnpike. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the junk 
yard license request for K&E Transfer Enterprises, LLC, Kenneth Colpritt, 690 First NH Turnpike. 
Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Junk Dealers License for Harding Metals, Inc., First NH Turnpike 
Mr. Martel presented the board with a junk yard license request for Harding Metals, First NH 
Turnpike. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the junk yard license request for Harding 
Metals, First NH Turnpike. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0.  
 
Purchase Order - Town & Country Reprographics 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the purchase order for $4,410 for Town and County 
Reprographics for the town reports. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
The purchase order was signed.  
 
Purchase Order - Northwood Lake Watershed 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the purchase order for $4,000 for the treatment of 
Milfoil. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The purchase order was 
signed.  
 
Purchase Order - DeCato Sand and Gravel 
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the purchase order for $4,000 for sand and gravel. 
Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The purchase order was signed.  
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Blanket Purchase Order - Mitchell and Bates  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the blanket purchase order for $12,000 for legal 
services for Mitchell and Bates. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The 
purchase order was signed.  
 
Purchase Order - Morton Salt  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the purchase order for Morton Salt in the amount of 
$2,905.14. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The purchase order was 
signed.  
 
Purchase Order - D.L. Docko  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the purchase order for D.L. Docko in the amount of 
$7,120 for services performed from February 15-February 29. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion 
passed unanimously; 2/0. The purchase order was signed.  
 
Purchase Order - Chatter Brook Farm  
**Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the purchase order for Chatter Brook Farm in the 
amount of $3,236.25 for services preformed from February 15 through February 29. Seconded by 
Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The purchase order was signed.  
 
Vendor Manifests #6 
Vendor manifest #6 in the amount of $739,628.20. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to approve the 
vendor manifest, #6. Seconded by Mr. Curley. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. The vendor 
manifest was signed by the board.   
 
The consent calendar was signed by the board.   
 
Non-Public Session 
**Motion** Mr. Curley made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dill, to go into a non-public session 
under RSA 91-A:3,II(c).  
Roll Call Vote: 
Selectman Curley-yes 
Selectman Dill-yes 
Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
**Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to seal the minutes of the non-public session. Seconded by Mr. 
Dill. Motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
Other/Reminders 
Mr. Martel noted the progress of Marion Knox regarding the Lucas Pond Beach area.  
 
Mr. Martel noted that he received a letter of hardship requesting the board waive an ambulance 
bill. **Motion** Mr. Curley motioned to waive the ambulance billing due to hardship. Seconded 
by Mr. Dill. The motion passed unanimously; 2/0. 
 
Candidate’s night is scheduled for Wednesday, March 5, 2008.  
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Elections are March 11, 2008.  
 
Town Meeting is at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, March 15, 2008.  
 
School District Meeting is at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, March 8, 2008.  
 
Selectmen’s Comments 
Mr. Dill asked about the ambulance bids. Mr. Martel replied no bids were received.  
 
Mr. Dill reminded the residents that the sand at the transfer station is for the public use not the 
sand/salt mixture. He added that the limit is two, five gallon buckets, per trip. He reminded the 
citizens that there is a limit and the sand can only be obtained during regular business hours of 
the transfer station. Mr. Curley noted that if the limits are exceeded, the police department will be 
contacted.  
 
Mr. Dill thanked the highway department for their continuous work during the recent storms. 
  
Mr. Curley stated that the hoppers have been scheduled for delivery to the transfer station.  
  
7:45 p.m. **Motion** Mr. Dill motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Curley. The motion passed; 
2/0.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lisa Fellows-Weaver,  
Board Secretary  
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