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Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2012
7:00 p.m.


Call to Order and Attendance 
Chair David Tousignant called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Present: David Tousignant, Judy Burke, Suzie Mills, and Selectmen Scott Bryer. Mark Boucher, Hal Kreider, and Tim Jandebour were absent.

Public Comment 
Norma of Susty’s Café discussed further her idea of a business funding idea for the town of Northwood. Norma had the last Business After Hours and talked then about how she funded the start of her business. The idea is for residents and business owners of Northwood to develop an account to fund very small business startups and when funds are paid back it would replenish the fund for other ventures. An example given was Berkshire Dollars in Massachussetts. Another idea mentioned was in Pittsfield there is business space available for new ventures at a low cost. This is another option to help and fund start-ups. Many legal issues were discussed. Suzie Mills will work with Norma on this project.

Mike Sullivan discussed the idea of having an art festival in Northwood and would like to join the committee. It was discussed that we have less and less antique shops and we need another group of businesses to fill those empty shops. Art festivals bring many people to an area and there aren’t many in the State. Antique shows and events are already plentiful and hard to compete with. Judy mentioned that Babette Morrill (previous EDC member) who paints was interested in a similar idea and Judy will forward their e-mail addresses to each other. 

Business

Business After Hours 
The next BAH will be at the Farmer’s Market Thursday, September 13, 2012. Dave will confirm this date. 

Master Plan Input/Review
Scott Bryer relayed to us that a low volume of surveys were returned. The EDC committee should work more directly with the Planning Board to give input on the Master Plan. The most important goal is to make it easier to open a business as part of the Master Plan.

Scenic Byway Designation
Discussion regarding negatives would be that it would affect business growth and place burden’s and restrictions for those living on the route. Grants are available. Dave Tousignant will send out an e-mail blast asking for input.

Minutes
April and May 2012 minutes were submitted. Scott Bryer made the motion to approve and Suzie Mills seconded. Motion passed.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. Scott Bryer moved to adjourn and Suzie Mills seconded. Motion passed.
 

Respectfully Submitted
Judy Burke






