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[bookmark: _GoBack]Northwood Economic Development Committee
Meeting Minutes
May 1, 2013
7:00 p.m.


Call to Order and Attendance 
Chair David Tousignant called the meeting to order at 7:10pm. Present: David Tousignant, Judy Burke, Hal Kreider, Tim Jandebeur and Town Planner Elaine Planchet. 

Public Comment 
Suzie Mills came to meeting to bring up an article regarding the town of Rochester business development. The town of Rochester is having a contest for start up businesses. The winner would receive a large cash prize and in-kind gifts. This idea is proactive and something for our committee to think about on a small level and there may possibly be funds available to towns to fund such ideas.
http://www.nhbr.com/April-19-2013/Competitors-sought-for-Startup-Rochester/
http://www.thinkrochester.biz/

Unfinished Business

Committee Members
Virginia Dole will be the Budget Committee representative to the EDC. 

EDC Business E-Mails
Dave continues to be concerned about e-mails from the EDC to town businesses not stating that the e-mail is from the Northwood Economic Development Committee. The e-mails continue to show Diane Young’s name and businesses may be deleting them not knowing who Diane is. There was a discussion about what e-mail program is used and how communications could be more professional looking. Elaine Planchet will make an inquiry.

Realtor Event
Elaine Planchet will have information available to Real Estate Agents for the Open House  on May 15, 2013 at 7:00 at the Town Hall. Invitations were sent. Judy Burke will purchase and bring snacks and drinks.

Bean Hole Bash 
Dave Tousignant will attend the Bean Hole Bash meeting 5/2/13.

New Business

BAH
The Congregational Church wanted to sponsor the next BAH to showcase the Ride Share Program in town. Tim Jandebeur will be discussing the Silver Tsunami at the Master Plan meeting coming up. There may be more topics to cover at the BAH regarding the elderly population in town. Tim Jandebeur will call Rev. Gayle Murphy and invite her to the Master Plan work session for the Elderly Services and Transportation. Rev. Murphy will also be invited to the June EDC meeting to find out how soon she wished to have the BAH. Summer events generally have a low turnout so it would be better to wait till the fall.  

Broadband
Dave Tousignant had a letter from the Strafford Regional Planning Commission regarding Broadband business needs. Hal Kreider volunteered to do the survey because of his knowledge of Broadband technology. Utility needs were discussed and it would be a good idea to have a utility event for businesses. The EDC could invite the new electric companies, Fairpoint, etc. to educate businesses on how to improve services and cut costs.

Memorial Day
Tim Jandebeur brought up that the VFW wants as much participation as possible for the Memorial Day Parade. Hal volunteered to hold the EDC banner with Tim at the parade. 

Northwood Business News
Sunrise Auto moved to the Weatherguard building. 

Minutes
April meeting minutes had one correction. Tim Jandebeur moved to approve and Dave Tousignant seconded. Motion passed.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm. Tim Jandebeur moved to adjourn and Hal Kreider seconded. Motion passed.
 

Respectfully Submitted
Judy Burke






