Town of Northwood
Conservation Commission Minutes
	March 1, 2016

Chairman Steve Roy calls the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Present: Chairman Steve Roy, Vice Chairman Steven Hampl, James Ryan, Shelley Frost, Thomas Chase, Grace Levergood, Board Administrator Linda Smith, and Lisa Fellows-Weaver, Board Secretary. 
Wini Young arrive at 7:06 p.m. 

Absent: Alternate Loren O’Neil, and Alternate Michael Matson. 

MINUTES 
February 2, 2016
Mr. Chase makes a motion, second by Ms. Frost, to approve the February 2, 2016, minutes, as amended. Motion passes; 7/0.

CONSIDERATION of APPLICATIONS 
Wetland Permit Application
Lovlien, Catamount Rd. Map 206: Lot 1. 
Ms. Weaver provides an update for this application. She states that the locus plan has been provided; however, there is no letter of authorization.  

MAIN BUSINESS
NH Association of Conservation Commission (NHACC)
Mr. Roy notes that the NHACC annual conference, Saving Special Places, is coming. He notes that there is funding in the training line. Members should contact staff to be registered. 

Big Tree Presentation Reminder 
A brief discussion is held regarding the presentation for the town’s Hemlock tree and the Big Tree Association, Wednesday, March 23, 2016, at the town hall at 7:00 p.m. Advertisements have been completed and notices have been posted and sent out to neighboring towns as directed. 

2016 Goals 
Mr. Roy states that Mr. Chase’s suggested Big Tree event has started off 2016 and he would like to see another event scheduled for the fall. Lengthy discussion is held as the commission discusses goals for this year. The following goals were set:
1. Wildlife survey on CC property - training with recreation department 
2. Non-Game Wildlife presentation efforts of Forest Peters 
3. Lake Associations Roundtable Joint Meeting 
4. Dam Bureau Presentation 
5. Invasive species
6. Trail Building Guptill-Lamprey Pasture: NH Trails Bureau 
7. Free-span bridge fundraiser: snowmobile clubs 
Town Forester Charlie Moreno ~ Blazing Town Forest
Ms. Smith states that Mr. Moreno has completed the project. She states that the total cost is $585 and the funds have been appropriated. She adds that Mr. Moreno noted that the efforts of Ms. Young were appreciated.  

Update ~ ARM Project
Mr. Roy states that he has been in contact with Dan Kern. He states that Mr. Kern has some projects that he has been awarded and working through. Mr. Roy explains that the pre-application is due by April 30, 2016 and further explains the eligibility and ranking. He adds that the larger application is 
is due by the end of August, and that is when the decision on appropriations and executing agreements are held. The board’s consensus is that Mr. Roy will draft a submittal and present is for review at the April meeting. 

Bobcat Hunting 
Mr. Chase states that he was reading the NHACC newsletter noting that some conservation commissions had sent the NH Fish & Game Department letters not supporting the hunting of bobcats in NH. 

Mr. Ryan states that the vote was 5/4 and a new hearing has been scheduled in April. 

Lengthy discussion ensues regarding the vote taken. Mr. Chase suggests the commission draft a letter to not support the hunting of bobcats. Mr. Chase makes a motion, second by Ms. Levergood, for Mr. Roy to draft a letter showing no support and disapproval of the bobcat hunting.  

Ms. Young notes that hunters walk across land in current use all the time. She asks if trapping can be done. Mr. Hampl states that they would need the landowner’s permission. 

Mr. Roy states that the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, JLCAR, is to whom the letter will be addressed. He states that the JLCAR does not have any authority to turn back a decision related to a legislative action, state legislature approval, or a state legislative appointed commission board. He explains that this committee reviews administrative rules and  provides examples of how the committee works, reviews drafts, then decides to agree with the proposed rule language or not. He does not feel that the JLCAR has the authority to stop this process and the legislature is the only group that can overturn this decision. He feels that it is better to pursue this matter through the legislator. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Hampl states that he feels that it is past the time to address this and expresses concerns with activities in the forest regarding the bobcats as well as a coyote problem. 

Mr. Chase commends NHF&G for their efforts in this matter.  

Mr. Chase suggests that Senator Reagan and Representatives Hodgdon and Dean-Bailey be copied. 

Motion passes; 6/0/1. Mr. Ryan abstains due to his affiliation with NH Fish and Game. 

Boat Ramps and Milfoil 
Mr. Chase mentions the discussion held at town meeting deliberative session regarding the boat ramp and milfoil being more likely to be introduced into Bow Lake with motorized craft if Mary Waldron beach and boat ramp is upgraded. He notes that this is a small area and expresses concern with traffic and parking blocking the road.  

Ms. Smith states that this item is on the warrant and will be voted on. If it is approved it will need to be permitted by NHDES. She notes that no one has spoken about an engineering report/plan. Mr. Roy explains the history of the project and notes that there will be a limit to what the state will allow. He adds that he did speak privately to the town administrator regarding carry in and carry out as an alternative.  

Ms. Smith explains that the town’s engineer for planning board and BOS will need to be contracted to create a set of plans that is then sent to state for approval. That would occur to get an estimate of what would be permitted or allowed. The engineer would work with the state to get the project permitted. She states that estimates are solely based on decisions. She adds that the town did contract with an engineering firm and was supposed to go with them; however, hired someone else as they were doing the process before.

Ms. Smith states that the application would be an engineered stamped plan and the commission would have a non-binding review only of the project. 

Mr. Roy states that once the vote is determined, then the commission can discuss this at the April meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Ryan makes a motion, second by Mr. Chase, to adjourn at 8:41 p.m. Motion passes unanimously; 7/0.
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Fellows-Weaver
Board Secretary


