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1 

Chairman Bryer called the meeting to order at 6:04p.m. 1 
 2 
Roll Call: Selectman Wolf, Selectman Hodgdon, Chairman Bryer, and Town 3 
Administrator Joseph Gunter  4 

Fire Chief Bassett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 5 

Citizen’s Forum 6 
Ms. Smith asked about taking a photo. Mr. Gunter stated the local newspaper wanted 7 
to get a photo of the Selectmen accepting the awards. Chairman Bryer was ok with 8 
this. 9 
 10 
Public Hearing 11 
Acceptance of grant funds – Town Hall and Fire Department 12 
The Northwood Board of Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing at the Northwood Town 13 
Hall on Tuesday, January 10th, at 6:00PM to discuss accepting grant money. 14 
Fire Department 15 
Chief Bassett stated that it was a grant for Forestry Equipment; the Fire Department 16 
applied for this in the past and received it two years ago. He also stated this year the 17 
fire department was a grant for a pump for the forestry truck. The total cost of the 18 
pump is $3,857.00. The grant is a 50/50 match and Northwood’s share will be 19 
$1,967.00. 20 
 21 
Chairman Bryer asked if there was any public comment on the grant. Mr. Colby asked 22 
when they would receive the grant money. Chief Bassett stated that it takes 23 
approximately a month to receive.  24 
 25 
Town Hall 26 
Mr. Gunter stated that the Town of Northwood was awarded $20,000 from the New 27 
Hampshire Charitable Foundation for the Northwood Healthy Children’s Healthy 28 
Community Project which will do some improvements at the ball field. Seeing no 29 
public comments, Chairman Bryer closed this portion of the Public Hearing. 30 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to accept the grant for $1,890.00 for 31 
Forestry Equipment for a pump for the Fire Department, seconded by Selectman 32 
Wolf. Chairman Bryer stated the match for this will come out of our Expendable Grants match. 33 

Mr. Gunter stated yes. Motion carries; 3/0. 34 

Selection Hodgdon made a motion to accept the grant for $20,000.00 for the Town from the 35 

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation to improve the ball field, seconded by Selectman 36 
Wolf. Selectman Hodgdon asked if they had to match this. Mr. Gunter stated there was no match 37 

on this. Motion carries; 3/0. 38 

 39 

 40 
 41 
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Appointments 1 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark 2 
Mr. Tim Britten is representing Robert & Janet Clark. He also stated that Mr. & Mrs. 3 
Clark own property designated in the Town records as tax map 213-8 with frontage on 4 
the Class V and Class VI portions of the Old Pittsfield Road. The Old Pittsfield Road 5 
becomes a Class VI Road after the Clark’s driveway. Mr. Britten provided the board 6 
with some notebooks regarding the items that he will be talking about. He also 7 
provided a copy to Ms. Whitelaw, the Town’s Attorney.  8 
 9 
Mr. Britten stated that Lawrence and Denise Cleasby own property designated in the 10 
Town records as tax map 205-1 which they acquired in 2002 and a copy of their deed 11 
is included as exhibit 1 in the notebook that he provided to the Town’s Attorney and 12 
the Board.  He also stated the Cleasby’s property is entirely on a Class VI portion of 13 
Old Pittsfield Road with a driveway which is unpermitted to their understanding, 14 
approximately 1200 feet beyond the terminus of the Class V portion of the road. The 15 
Clark’s property is large property and a portion of it is directly across from the 16 
Cleasby’s present property.  17 
 18 
Mr. Britten stated that some of the people at the table undoubtedly remember that for 19 
almost 20 years the Clark’s have been before the board complaining about the ill- 20 
advised decisions of the Board of Selectmen to allow premature development on the 21 
Class VI portion of Old Pittsfield Road. Contrary to what some may believe this is not 22 
an effort to stop Mr. & Mrs. Cleasby from constructing a residence on their property. 23 
The issue is about the adequacy of the Class VI portion of Old Pittsfield Road for 24 
development and the damage that has occurred to the Clark’s property because of 25 
improper road work by Mr. Cleasby which has been done with the permission of this 26 
board.  27 
 28 
According to Mr. Britten, the Board of Selectmen’s decisions over the years have 29 
directly caused damage to the Clark’s property as Mr. Cleasby’s work has damaged the 30 
surrounding environment and directly caused siltation of the Clark’s farm pond. Every 31 
time the Clark’s try to bring these concerns to this board their concerns seem to fall 32 
on deaf ears. He also stated that for those that are new to the board he would like to 33 
briefly describe some history. Mr. Britten stated that he had a binder there that was 34 
prepared by Mr. & Mrs. Clark’s prior counsel Scott Hogan regarding the chronology of 35 
issues and proceedings that have occurred with respect to Old Pittsfield Road and the 36 
Cleasby’s work on Old Pittsfield Road. He also stated that he has a binder that 37 
resumes where Attorney Hogan’s left off. There are a lot of proceedings that have 38 
occurred because of this issue. He also has a notebook of photographs regarding the 39 
various damage that has occurred as a result of the Cleasby’s work on Old Pittsfield 40 
Road. At one point and time Mr. and Mrs. Cleasby owned another property on Old 41 
Pittsfield Road which is designated as tax map 205-2 which they acquired in 1998 42 
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from the Town. They have since lost that property by a foreclosure sale in 2009 and 1 
map 205-2 is presently owned by the Corson family.  2 
 3 
Mr. Britten stated that in 1999 after purchasing lot 205-2 the Cleasby’s entered into 4 
an agreement and release with the Town of Northwood pursuant to 674:41 to build a 5 
residence on that property. If they go through this chronology there was quite a 6 
history beginning in 1998 prior to that 1990 release ever being executed. Importantly 7 
the Cleasby’s do not have a 674:41permit for lot 205-1. The other important fact that 8 
this board needs to keep in mind is that the 1999 release for 205-2 predated the 9 
town’s amendments to the zoning ordinance in 2000 and again in 2008. The zoning 10 
ordinance of this town clearly prohibits the development on Class VI roads unless it 11 
has been approved to current town standards. Mr. Britten referred to Exhibit 4 where 12 
he included excerpts of the town’s ordinance on that point.  13 
 14 
Mr. Britten stated that consequently no construction can occur on lot 205-1 unless 15 
the Cleasby’s obtain a variance from the zoning ordinance and therefore this board 16 
has no authority to issue a 674:41permit at this time. He also stated when he asked 17 
permission to be present on tonight’s agenda in his letter of December 6, 2016 he 18 
included a chronology of the events that is backed up by the materials he has there. 19 
He also stated if they have had the opportunity to look at that chronology, since 1998 20 
Mr. Cleasby has created remarkable dossier of unauthorized construction and 21 
maintenance activities on Old Pittsfield Road which clearly demonstrates that he is not 22 
qualified to undertake the work that has occurred out there.  Moreover this chronology 23 
also demonstrates that Mr. Cleasby does not comply with agreements, permits and 24 
other ordinance requirements and simply does his own thing. Mr. Britten stated they 25 
could spend hours going over this chronology but he is not going to do that. 26 
 27 
Mr. Britten stated beginning in September of 1998 before the issuance of the 1999 28 
release the then town road agent, Jim Wilson inspected the property and stated he 29 
understood what the Clark’s were complaining about, the place was a mess out there, 30 
they were causing all sorts of problems. Later that year the Conservation Commission 31 
also expressed concerns about the work of the Cleasby’s on Old Pittsfield Road. The 32 
first item was Exhibit 5 and second item he just mentioned was Exhibit 6. Despite a 33 
cease and desist order from the Town in 1999 and a February 1999 acknowledgement 34 
by the Cleasby’s that they performed unauthorized work, the town continued to let 35 
them do work on that road.   36 
 37 
Mr. Britten stated that the Conservation Commission has repeatedly complained 38 
about the impacts to the environment, siltation, improper drainage, all of which 39 
continues till this day. He also stated he would refer them to the other exhibits that 40 
are in the binder, 7, 8, and 9.  41 
 42 
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In 2000 the Department of Environmental Services was involved and ultimately there 1 
was a wetlands permit for work done on the road that was issued to the town. In 2 
connection with that work, Mr. Cleasby installed a culvert which again improperly 3 
drains water and it goes directly into the Clark’s pond.  4 
 5 
Mr. Britten stated that all of this led up to an agreement with the Town in February 6 
2009 in which he believes that Ms. Whitelaw was involved with that agreement at the 7 
time. The Town specifically authorized the Cleasby’s to do work out there but only 8 
with the prior expressed permission of the Town, and not withstanding that agreement 9 
Mr. Cleasby showed his stripes and violated that agreement in 2005 and again the 10 
road agent went up there and issued a report and that is reflected in Exhibit 13. 11 
 12 
Mr. Britten stated that he mentioned earlier that the Cleasby’s lost lot 205-2 in 2009 13 
to foreclosure. Then they began residing in a trailer on lot 205-1, despite the fact they 14 
were notified by the Town’s building inspector, David Hickey that they were in 15 
violation of numerous town ordinances. Mr. Britten referred to Exhibit 14. 16 
 17 
In 2011 the Cleasby’s began constructing a residence on lot 205-1 without a building 18 
permit until the Town was forced to issue yet another cease and desist order, Exhibit 19 
15. Thereafter the Cleasby’s submitted an application for a variance which the Zoning 20 
Board of Adjustment denied in February 2012 finding among other things that 21 
granting the variance would violate the spirit of the 2000 zoning amendments 22 
prohibiting construction on Class VI roads unless they were brought up to Town 23 
standards, yet 3 years later a new building inspector issued a building permit to the 24 
Cleasby’s in November 2015 to build a single family home on lot 205-1 although this 25 
time with the addition of an attached barn. When the Clark’s made inquiries at the 26 
town about this issue, they were stonewalled. However, the building inspector quietly 27 
withdrew that building permit by a letter dated April 20, 2016 which is in Exhibit 16. 28 
 29 
Mr. Britten read the letter to the board. “This permit was issued upon a conversation 30 
with you, Mr. Cleasby where you stated that you lived on the property and the barn 31 
would be an accessory structure which is allowed. It has come to my attention that you 32 
are dwelling in an illegal structure, a portable camper that was not approved by the 33 
Town; in fact you were denied a building permit for a residence on your property in 34 
2012. The current permit for the barn is being revoked because it is based upon the 35 
information provided that you are living there when in fact you knew you are not 36 
authorized to do so and you knew that”. Mr. Britten stated proving once again that Mr. 37 
Cleasby attempts to hoodwink new town officials who are not familiar with their 38 
extensive file.  Thereafter on June 7th the Cleasby’s filed the second variance 39 
application, which the Zoning Board of Adjustment denied on August 22nd and after 40 
rehearing denied again on November 28th.  The ZBA has now twice denied variance 41 
applications because the Cleasby’s cannot satisfy the requirements of the town’s 42 
zoning ordinance. It is important to keep in mind that the citizens of the town set 43 
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these policies in place, they are the legislative body of the Town and they accept the 1 
policy.  2 
 3 
Mr. Britten stated that notwithstanding the Town’s cease and desist letter of 2009 and 4 
the ZBA decisions, they understand that the Cleasby’s are still living on their property 5 
in violation of the town ordinances. Cease and desist letters were again issued in 2012 6 
because they were living illegally on the property, yet the town has done nothing to 7 
enforce its ordinances and the problem continues. The Clark’s frequently see building 8 
materials and cement trucks going up the road so it seems to them that illegal, 9 
unlawful unpermitted development continues on that lot. 10 
 11 
Mr. Britten stated that after the 2015 building permit was revoked, the Clark’s learned 12 
that this board was meeting with Mr. Cleasby regarding new work on Old Pittsfield 13 
Road. In contrary to what this board may have heard there has been no maintenance 14 
work on that road prior to this past summer and Mr. Clark is there to expand on that 15 
if he wishes to add anything to the record. Mr. Clark stated no, not at this time. Mr. 16 
Britten stated there are no town records reflecting any written request by Mr. Cleasby 17 
or the Corson’s, the current owners of lot 205-2 to maintain the road during those 18 
preceding 2 years. 19 
 20 
Mr. Britten stated when this board was going to meet to discuss the Cleasby’s work on 21 
June 28th, they submitted a letter on June 27th expressing the Clark’s concerns and 22 
highlighting a portion of Mr. Cleasby’s malfeasants and they also asked the board to 23 
post pone their meeting so he could be present and he couldn’t because he had a 24 
family funeral to attend, yet not withstanding the town land ordinances, the Clark’s 25 
concerns and the fact that the Cleasby’s have no legal residence on that road, this 26 
board once again granted Mr. Cleasby the right to undertake maintenance and repair 27 
activities on the road. They do not believe the board has the authority to do this and 28 
he is aware of that 2003 agreement, yet the extent and the length of time you are 29 
allowing Mr. Cleasby to do work on that road in his opinion violates RSA 231:61 which 30 
says the selectmen may only designate the repair of highways to third parties with the 31 
authorization of the local legislative body and for no more than 5 years. 32 
 33 
Mr. Britten stated among the activities recently authorized by the board of selectmen 34 
was work to replace a culvert near the Clark’s driveway which he has indicated before 35 
ultimately drains into the Clark’s pond. No permit was issued by the Department of 36 
Environmental Services for that work and it is important to know that is the very 37 
culvert for which a DES permit was required back in the 2000 time frame. 38 
Mr. Britten also stated they understand that there is an investigation presently 39 
pending by DES regarding Mr. Cleasby’s latest work. He has again damaged vernal 40 
pools and continues to damage the Clark’s property. The Clark’s simply do not 41 
understand why the board of selectmen continues to allow Mr. Cleasby to work on Old 42 
Pittsfield Road and turn a blind eye to the Cleasby’s violation of town ordinances. The 43 
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zoning ordinances has not changed, Old Pittsfield Road beyond the Clark’s property is 1 
still a Class VI road, there has been no effort by this board to reclassify the Class VI 2 
section of Old Pittsfield Road to a Class V road by either legislative action or by a 3 
petition for a lay out.  4 
 5 
Mr. Britten stated that the Clark’s have spent a lot of money on this problem and it is 6 
time for this board to fix the problem. It is not in anybody’s interest for the Clark’s to 7 
have to continue to spend money on lawyers to go out and fight and police the work 8 
that this board should be doing. In fact, it is not fair to the Cleasby’s to have to keep 9 
going through this process. He also stated there was an easy solution to this. Now that 10 
you have 2 residences on that road it is time for this board to take responsibility for 11 
that road and make it a town road and bring it up to town standards and stop this 12 
never ending cycle of litigation. 13 
 14 
Mr. Britten stated that this is what the Clark’s want. First of all they want the board to 15 
do their job. They need to take action about the Cleasby’s illegal activities on lot 205-1 16 
and that means all illegal structures must be removed from the property. The town 17 
needs to take full responsibility for the entire length of Old Pittsfield Road. If the board 18 
wants development on that road it needs to upgrade it to Class V standards and that 19 
means there needs to be a survey to identify the boundaries of the road. The board 20 
has seen complaints and the record reflects that there have been trees cut and trees 21 
that this board has recently authorized to be cut but yet, nobody knows where the 22 
boundaries of that road are located. It is time for a survey and it is time for an 23 
engineering study by a properly qualified civil engineer to assess the condition of the 24 
road and identify the work necessary to upgrade that road to Class V standards, then 25 
the work needs to be implemented by a properly qualified road construction company 26 
after obtaining all necessary permits, and after this work is complete and it is 27 
premature to do this work until that road is in a proper condition, the town needs to 28 
fix the Clark’s pond and restore it to its former condition. Mr. Britten stated this is 29 
only fair. The town needs to maintain the road to prevent new damage to the Clark’s 30 
pond and they want the town to reimburse the Clark’s for the legal fees they have 31 
expended since 1998 to do the job that the board of selectmen should have been doing 32 
all along and finally the Clark’s want to be compensated for the loss of enjoyment of 33 
life they have suffered because of the actions permitted by this board and he will let 34 
Bob and Janet Clark tell the board the loss in their own words. 35 
 36 
Ms. Clark stated for 20 years they tried to work with the town to solve these issues but 37 
their concerns have been ignored repeatedly by the town. In those years they have 38 
paid approximately $150,000.00 in taxes, they certainly get some services for that, but 39 
they do not think they have been served by the town in this matter. Over those same 40 
20 years they have also paid 10’s of thousands of dollars in legal costs, money that 41 
could have been used to make improvements to our home and property to help our 42 
family, to take a vacation or to make their retirement a little more comfortable. 43 
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Without proper town oversight on the road they have been forced to repeatedly report 1 
activities by the Cleasby’s throughout those 20 years to the town. Activities that no 2 
one in the town is aware of and that eventually used town resources such as the road 3 
agent, police, the selectmen, town administrator, board administrator, building 4 
inspectors, etc. and cost them as tax payers more money. 5 
 6 
Ms. Clark stated that town’s people told them about hearing Mr. Cleasby talked about 7 
them around town. It got to the point that they had to have their attorney write to Mr. 8 
Cleasby to inform him that his conversations could be considered slander and he 9 
needed to stop. They have watched their pristine farm pond become a weedy silt filled 10 
pond and they have watched their driveway erode as water pours across the driveway 11 
from the Class VI section of Old Pittsfield Road every time it rains. They have watched 12 
water build up over the section of their land at the beginning of that same section of 13 
road due to improperly constructed and maintained ditches. They love their home and 14 
the land around it and they maintain their home and take care of their land, but they 15 
see no point in trying to fix these areas by the road when the issues that caused the 16 
problems have had no solutions forth coming from anyone in town hall despite 17 
repeated calls and meetings throughout the past 20 years. 18 
 19 
Ms. Clark stated from the first winter when their logging road was made inaccessible 20 
by the Cleasby construction on the road and not fixed until they reported it. Through 21 
the years of calls to town hall and the road agent, to paying attorneys to help them get 22 
the town to listen to their concerns, to attending ZBA meetings and presenting the 23 
impact that this illegal development has had on their land, to attending board 24 
meetings here with the selectmen to present their case only to be ignored or 25 
stonewalled over and over again. The last 20 years in their home have been filled with 26 
frustration, aggravation, paranoia, huge expenses and most recently fear. Over the 27 
years Mr. Clark has had rude gestures made at him as he drove up the road to their 28 
home. A few years back, he had a gun flashed at him, all from cars coming down from 29 
the Class VI section of the road, he was not afraid, but she certainly was and she 30 
feared for him and finally last year or 2 years ago, in 2015, Mr. Clarks life was 31 
threatened in their own door yard because of the road issues. She now fears what 32 
other ways they may be threatened or even harmed and both of them have now 33 
obtained pistol permits to protect themselves and their family. Never in their wildest 34 
dreams could they imagine that things would escalate to threats on their lives 35 
 36 
Ms. Clark stated that when she walks the road side in the spring to pick up litter she 37 
listens and watches for cars in case one should swerve at her or her grandchildren. 38 
This is no way to live, not for them, not for anyone here, and they never imagined that 39 
all of this would continue for 20 years. 40 
 41 
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Mr. Britten stated that they are simply there to ask the board to do its job. Mr. Britten 1 
thanked the board for their time and will answer any questions and stated they would 2 
appreciate a response. 3 
 4 
Ms. Clark asked when she could expect a response from the board. Chairman Bryer 5 
stated they will consult with counsel and see what the options are.  6 
 7 
Chairman Bryer stated they would like to take a recess to talk with counsel.  8 
Chairman Bryer made a motion to go in to a non-meeting to discuss legal issues 9 
with their town counsel, seconded by Selectman Hodgdon at 6:37PM. Motion 10 
carries; 3/0. 11 
 12 
Mr. Britten asked if they should wait for a response from their meeting or wait to hear 13 
from the board. Chairman Bryer stated he would like to talk to Counsel. 14 
 15 
Chairman Bryer stated they went into a non-meeting to meet with Town Counsel and 16 
no decision has been made yet regarding the matter that they went in for. He also 17 
stated they are back to their regular agenda. The non-meeting ended at 7:18PM. 18 
 19 
Unfinished Business 20 
None 21 
 22 
New Business 23 
Acceptance of minutes – 12/13/16, 12/20/16 and 1/3/17 24 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the December 13, 2016 minutes 25 
as written, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 26 
 27 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the December 20, 2016 minutes 28 
as written, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 29 
 30 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the January 3, 2017 minutes as 31 
written, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 32 
 33 
Process various assessing forms and applications 34 
None 35 
 36 
Approval of Manifest(s) 37 
Mr. Gunter presented the board with two manifests, one for the ending of 2016 and 38 
one for the beginning of 2017. Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the 39 
final Vendor Manifest for 2016 in the amount of $15,538.47, seconded by 40 
Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 41 
 42 
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Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the 2017 Vendor Manifest in the 1 
amount of $2,035,962.83 and the $2,000,000.00 is the 2017 purchase order for 2 
the school, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 3 
 4 
Approval of Purchase Orders 5 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with Blanket Purchase Orders for 2017 for signature. 6 
The first one is for MainStay Technologies which is for the IT services and the Web 7 
service that they provide. Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the 8 
purchase order for MainStay Technologies in the amount of $28,043.80, 9 
seconded by Selectman Wolf. Chairman Bryer asked what the budget was for that. 10 
Mr. Gunter stated this was not the full line. Chairman Bryer asked if this was the full 11 
year for MainStay. Mr. Gunter stated no that they will see other MainStay bills come 12 
through. Mr. Gunter stated this was for the first portion of service. It is for the Web 13 
site, IT services, the dato backup; it is all going on to one PO because it is one vendor. 14 
Discussion continued.  Chairman Bryer asked the board if they would like to break 15 
this down into two PO’s, do one for the first six months and then one for the second 16 
six months. Selectman Wolf stated yes, if possible. Discussion continued. Motion 17 
carries; 3/0. 18 
 19 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with two Blanket Purchase Orders for Primex. One is 20 
for Unemployment Insurance and one for Workmen’s Compensation. Selectman 21 
Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase Order for NH 22 
Unemployment Insurance in the amount of $3,778.00, seconded by Selectman 23 
Wolf.  Motion carries; 3/0. 24 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase Order for 25 
Workmen’s Compensation in the amount of $39,056.00, seconded by Selectman 26 
Wolf. Selectman Wolf asked if there was an increase in Workmen’s Compensation. Mr. 27 
Gunter stated they saw an increase in all of the insurance this year. Motion carries; 28 
3/0. 29 
 30 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a Blanket Purchase Order for the contract for 31 
Brett Purvis and this is the last year for this contract. Chairman Bryer stated then 32 
they should probably go out to bid. Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve 33 
the Blanket Purchase Order for Brett S. Purvis for the 2017 Assessing Contract 34 
in the amount of $45,000.00 and will be made in payments of $3,750.00 by 35 
twelve months, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 36 
 37 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with two Blanket Purchase Orders for Avitar. 38 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Avitar Blanket Purchase 39 
Order for software support for the Town Clerk/Tax Collector in the amount of 40 
$3,237.00, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 41 
 42 
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Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase Order for 1 
software support for Assessing in the amount of $3,570.75, seconded by 2 
Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 3 
 4 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a Blanket Purchase Order for fuel for the Highway 5 
Department.  Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket 6 
Purchase Order for Irving Oil Marketing Inc. for fuel for the sanding trucks for 7 
the Highway Department in the amount of $10,000.00, seconded by Selectman 8 
Wolf.  Mr. Gunter stated they will use the card and then pay when the bill comes in. 9 
Motion carries; 3/0. 10 
 11 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a Blanket Purchase Order for Morton Salt. 12 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase Order for 13 
Morton Salt for snow and ice salt mixture in the amount of $22,000.00, 14 
seconded by Chairman Bryer. Selectman Wolf stated it seems like they are spending 15 
a lot on sand & salt this year and would like to know what is going on. Mr. Gunter 16 
stated they have had a more storms this year than they did last year. Mr. Gunter 17 
explained this purchase order is for the rest of the year. Selectman Wolf asked if this 18 
is what is remaining in the budget. Mr. Gunter stated this is the 2017 budget. 19 
Discussion continued. Motion carries; 3/0. 20 
 21 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with 3 Blanket Purchaser Orders for contract plow 22 
drivers. Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase 23 
Order for Demarais Trucking, for plowing and sanding for the 2017 season in the 24 
amount of $5,000.00, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 25 
 26 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase Order for 27 
Eric Reeves for plowing and sanding for the 2017 season in the amount of 28 
$15,000.00, seconded by Selectman Wolf for discussion. Mr. Gunter stated he 29 
charges a little more per hour but honestly does not know why they do that way. 30 
Chairman Bryer made a motion to amend this to $5,000.00 until there are 31 
further explanations, seconded by Selectman Hodgdon. Motion carries; 3/0. 32 
 33 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blank Purchase Order for D.L. 34 
Docko & Son in the amount of $21,000.00 for the 2017 season, seconded by 35 
Selectman Wolf for discussion. Chairman Bryer stated that his understanding is 36 
that there are 3 trucks. Selectman Wolf stated the problem is that they lose track of 37 
what it is costing the town because they do not know what every storm cost them. 38 
They need to get an idea of what it is costing them. Chairman Bryer asked if Finance 39 
could give them a breakdown by storm. Mr. Gunter stated yes, the invoices are always 40 
broke down by storm and time and the invoices always go to the board. Chairman 41 
Bryer stated they could ask for a special report. Mr. Gunter stated they could do that. 42 
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Chairman Bryer stated once a month broken out by event would be fine. Discussion 1 
continued. Motion carries; 3/0. 2 
 3 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a Blanket Purchase Order for Lamprey Regional. 4 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket Purchase Order for 5 
Lamprey Regional in the amount of $90,000.00 as per the 2017 budget, 6 
seconded by Selectman Wolf. Selectman Wolf asked if the trucking was working out 7 
better or is it still rocky. Mr. Gunter stated they had two bumps in the road but they 8 
are working through it. He is doing a lot better and is willing to work with them. 9 
Motion carries; 3/0. 10 
 11 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a 2017 Blanket Purchase Order for Dave’s 12 
Painting & Cleaning. Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the Blanket 13 
Purchase Order for Dave’s Painting and Cleaning in the amount of $10,920.00 to 14 
clean the contracted services of the parade buildings, seconded by Selectman 15 
Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 16 
 17 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a 2017 Blanket Purchase Order for NHMA 18 
Membership. Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the 2017 Blanket 19 
Purchase Order for NHMA Membership for annual dues in the amount of 20 
$3,772.00, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 21 
 22 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with 2 2017 Blanket Purchase Orders for the copiers. 23 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the 2017 Blanket Purchase Order 24 
for Leaf for contracted services, executive office in the amount of $3,340.20 for 25 
the lease of the copier machines, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 26 
3/0. 27 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the second 2017 Blanket 28 
Purchase Order for Seacoast Business Machine for the maintenance on these 29 
copiers in the amount of $3,000.00, seconded by Selectman Wolf.  Motion 30 
carries; 3/0. 31 
 32 
Mr. Gunter provided the board with a 2017 Blanket Purchase Order for Dave Allain. 33 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to approve the 2017 Blanket Purchase Order 34 
for Dave Allain for monitoring and reporting on the lagoon in the amount of 35 
$7,600.00, seconded by Selectman Wolf.  Motion carries; 3/0. 36 
 37 
Miscellaneous Signatures/Approvals 38 
Mr. Pease added a little bit of extra money to his budget to buy boots for the staff.  Mr. 39 
Pease is asking that the board increase the boot allotment from $120.00 per person 40 
per year to $150.00 per person per year for work boots. Mr. Gunter stated this is for 41 
the highway department and transfer station employees.  42 
 43 
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Chairman Bryer asked if Mr. Pease is asking if he can over expend his budget for the 1 
boots. Mr. Gunter stated no, Mr. Pease put more money in the budget. Mr. Pease 2 
wants to increase the amount he can spend on boots. Chairman Bryer made a 3 
motion that they allow the employees of the Highway Department and Transfer 4 
Station to spend up to $150.00 per employee on safety boots once a year, 5 
seconded by Selectman Hodgdon for discussion.  Motion carries; 3/0.  6 
 7 
Local Control of Municipal Roads discussion 8 
Mr. Gunter stated before the meeting he wrote a petition to be sent to the SEC 9 
concerning local control of town roads.  Selectman Hodgdon stated that he noticed 10 
that other towns had theirs signed by town counsel. Discussion continued about local 11 
control of town roads and the Northern Pass project. Selectman Hodgdon made a 12 
motion to approve the Declaratory to the SEC, seconded by Selectman Wolf. 13 
Motion carries; 3/0. 14 
  15 
Voters’ Guide - final  16 
Chairman Bryer stated he thinks they need to wait until after the petition warrant 17 
articles. Mr. Gunter stated it is on pause until after the budget committee meeting 18 
tomorrow.  Selectman Hodgdon stated that he noticed a few of them says 19 
recommended by budget committee, but no numbers. Chairman Bryer stated they 20 
have not voted on them yet. 21 
 22 
Sign 2017 warrant 23 
Mr. Gunter stated they need to wait until the planning board is done with theirs. Mr. 24 
Gunter stated for the articles, they received three petition warrant articles in today 25 
that he would like to bring to the board’s attention.  Article 21 is now the elimination 26 
of the police commission, no tax impact. Article 22 is the scenic road designation of 27 
Range Road. Article 23 is a money article that needs to be voted on by the board of 28 
selectmen. There is a petition going around to raise $35,000.00 to buy the 29 
conservation easement of Bennett Island.  30 
 31 
Chairman Bryer asked what the balance was in the conservation fund. Ms. Frost 32 
stated that it is approximately $64,000.00. Chairman Bryer stated if it is $64,000.00 33 
why would they not take this out of conservation. Ms. Frost stated that this is rather a 34 
contentious request for the conservation commission. Ms. Frost did the petition 35 
because it such a visible piece of land and there is an eagle’s nest on it and thinks it is 36 
right across from Mary Waldron Beach and she thinks if the conservation commission 37 
were to not support it or to support it minimally which is one direction it is going that 38 
the greater public might have some outrage about it and that they should have the 39 
opportunity to weigh in on it. Discussion continues about the Bennett Island Warrant. 40 
 41 
Ms. Frost stated Bear Paw would be negotiating the terms of the easement.  Bear Paw 42 
would hold the easement and Northwood and Strafford would have executive 43 
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privileges.  Chairman Bryer made a motion that they do not recommend this 1 
article as written, seconded by Selectman Hodgdon. Motion carries; 3/0. 2 
 3 
Selectman Hodgdon asked on the backhoe lease/purchase, it says recommended by 4 
Board of Selectmen 1/2. Mr. Gunter stated the wording that was used was “are we 5 
going to recommend” and 1 person said yes to recommend, that is why it is worded 6 
like that. Mr. Gunter stated that if the board wants, he can put not recommended. 7 
Selectman Wolf and Selectman Hodgdon would be ok with that. Mr. Gunter will make 8 
the changes. 9 
 10 
Reports 11 
Town Administrator’s Report 12 
Mr. Gunter stated the budget was cut by $25,000. The board has an updated budget 13 
in their packet and they also have the credit card proposal. Chairman Bryer asked 14 
what they were going to do to make sure that they are PCI compliant. Mr. Gunter 15 
stated that he is reaching out to vendors and there was an annual cost of $125.00 for 16 
PCI compliances.  Discussion continued. 17 
 18 
Individual Selectman’s Reports 19 
Selectman Wolf – Selectman Wolf asked if they had any other problems with the 20 
highway truck being involved in a minor fender bender other than the last one that 21 
happened on Route 4. Mr. Gunter stated not that he has heard.  22 
 23 
Selectman Wolf stated that he has noticed that some guys are plowing with shoes on 24 
their plows and wondered why that was going on. Selectman Wolf stated that keeps 25 
the plow up off the ground approximately an inch and a half and that is why some 26 
roads have a lot of snow on them and other roads do not. Chairman Bryer asked if this 27 
was done to protect the plow. Selectman Wolf stated if they are paying to plow then 28 
they should be scraping the roads, not leaving snow on them after they go by. 29 
 30 
Selectman Wolf wanted to bring up about the baseboards in the hallways and the 31 
bathrooms are very very dirty looking because the dirt has been sealed on with wax. 32 
Selectman Wolf stated he had someone mention it to him and complained about the 33 
ladies room.   34 
 35 
 36 
Selectman Hodgdon – Selectman Hodgdon asked if they received anything back on 37 
the Transfer Station Attendant. Mr. Gunter stated yes, he received all his information 38 
last week and all of his information is with the state.  39 
 40 
Chairman Bryer – Nothing to report. 41 
 42 
 43 
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Citizen’s Forum 1 
Mr. Peele asked the board if they approved or disapproved as far as the board of 2 
selectmen, the police commission. Chairman Bryer stated they do not have to approve 3 
or disapprove because it is a petition article. Mr. Gunter stated they would see that 4 
article on the warrant. 5 
 6 
Mr. Colby stated on the boot issue, it should be in the job description. He also stated 7 
the plowing bids are going to go to the end of this year or the end of the season. He 8 
asked if the plowing bids come out every year. Selectman Wolf stated normally they 9 
do. Chairman Bryer stated the purchase orders are set up by fiscal year. Our year 10 
runs from January 1st to December 31st.  Discussion continued. 11 
 12 
Mr. Colby asked what the difference was between a scenic road on Range Road and 13 
Sherburne Hill Road. It is 231.157 for Sherburne Hill and the warrant article states 14 
231.158 for Range Road and wanted to know why the difference in the RSA numbers. 15 
Mr. Gunter stated the petition warrant article is identical to what he wrote. Discussion 16 
ensued on Article 22. 17 
 18 
Mr. Colby stated that he appreciated what was said about Bennett Island. He also 19 
asked about a credit card machine at the front desk. It was explained it would be for 20 
building permits, items taken to transfer station, property cards and copies, etc. 21 
 22 
Non-Public Session (RSA 91-A:3, II (A,b,C,d,e) 23 
Chairman Bryer made a motion to go into non-public under RSA 91-A:3 II, A& C  24 
seconded by Selectman Hodgdon at 8:28 pm.  25 
Roll Call 26 
Selectman Wolf – Yes 27 
Selectman Hodgdon – Yes 28 

Chairman Bryer – Yes 29 
Motion carries; 3/0. 30 
 31 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to come out of non-public, seconded by 32 
Selectman Wolf at 8:54 pm. Motion carries; 3/0. 33 
Roll Call 34 
Selectman Wolf – Yes 35 
Selectman Hodgdon – Yes 36 
Chairman Bryer – Yes 37 
Motion carries; 3/0. 38 
 39 
 40 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to seal the minutes, seconded by Selectman 41 
Wolf. Motion carries; 3/0. 42 
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Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to deactivate the one camera that is in the 1 
transfer station control room, seconded by Selectman Wolf. Motion carries; 2/1.  2 

Adjournment 3 
Selectman Hodgdon made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Selectman Wolf at 4 
8:55 pm. Motion carries; 3/0. 5 

Respectfully Submitted, 6 
 7 
 8 
Diane L. Young 9 
Municipal Secretary 10 
 11 


