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Town of Northwood 

Planning Board

May 13, 2010

Chairman Bob Strobel calls the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

PRESENT: Chairman Bob Strobel, Vice Chairman Herb Johnson, Selectman Representative Alden Dill, Roger LeClerc, Rick Wolf, Alternates Pat Bell and  Victoria Parmele, and Town Planner Elaine Planchet. 

VOTING DESIGNATION: Bob Strobel, Herb Johnson, Alden Dill, Roger LeClerc, Rick Wolf, Alternates Pat Bell and Victoria Parmele.
ABSENT: Deborah Couch and Robert Press
PUBLIC: 6 members of the public are present. 

Letters of Resignation
Mr. Strobel states that he has received letters of resignation from Deborah Couch and Robert Press. Mr. Dill makes a motion to accept the letters of resignation with regret. Mr. Johnson seconds. Motion passes unanimously; 7/0.
Rules of Procedure

Mr. Strobel states that copies of the board’s Rules of Procedure were provided in members’ packets.  He said he would like to see the board follow these procedures more. He explains that the board can choose to amend these if desired and this can be further discussed at the end of the meeting. 
MINUTES:

April 22, 2010
Mr. Dill makes a motion to approve the April 22, 2010 minutes, as written. Mr. Johnson seconds. 
Corrections are offered as follows:

Page 7: Change: Curb… to …curve…

Page 11: Change: form… to …from…

Page 13: punctuation
As amended; Motion passes 6/0/1. Mr. Bell abstains. 
OLD CASE: 

7:15-7:45: CASE 09-08: Coe Brown Northwood Academy, 907 First NH Turnpike, Map 217; Lots 65 and 66; Dana and Cindy Davidson, 35 Bow Lake Road, Map 218; Lot 1. Applicants are seeking site plan approval to add an educational facility with proposed 1,500 +/- sq. ft.; to expand athletic fields; and to create access onto Bow Lake Road.  Application accepted as complete on 7/23/09; 65-day 9/26/09. Continued to 5/13/10.

Rick Wolf has recused himself and moves away from the table.
Geoff Aleva and Neil Rapoza from Civil Consultants are present along with CBNA Trustee President Jim Colburn. 
Mr. Aleva explains that they have met with the zoning board of adjustment (ZBA) who voted to grant the request for a special exception to place the pavement near and on the wetland for parking. 
In addition, Mr. Aleva states that they have spoken with NHDOT and reports they are happy that the planning board approved the original striping proposal, and agree with moving the flashing school light. 

Mr. Aleva refers to a letter previously sent from CBNA which indicates what they will do for the traffic monitoring. 

Mr. Aleva states that he has received an e-mail from Dori Wiggin regarding the wetlands approval status. He explains that Ms. Wiggin indicated that the wetlands permit is being processed and NHDES expects to approve the permit by the end of next week. He adds that Ms. Wiggin has indicated that there would be no conditions or changes necessary to the plan. 
Mr. Aleva states that they met with Bear Paw Regional Greenways last week and that field work has been completed on the Mead Lot and deed research is currently being done.  He said they anticipate having the boundary plan completed next week. He states that no special language is required in the easement.
Ms. Planchet asks for the current dates on plan sheets.  Mr. Aleva states that the title sheet date has changed; and the last revision will be revision 6, which would have the approval with conditions and comments. In addition, sheet C9 has changed, which was the sheet that indicated the traffic moving permit. 
Mr. Dill asks if there is a note provided on the plan regarding the school busses.  Mr. Johnson and Mr. Aleva discussed the escrow account and letter of credit.  Mr. Strobel asks about fertilizing the fields. Mr. Aleva replies that the school typically only fertilizes the fields in the fall and it is not a lot. He said that other than that they just mow the fields. 
Mr. Strobel opens up the meeting for public comment. Marcia Severance reads a letter to the board requesting that a buffer area of trees be maintained to avoid light trespass and to screen their view. Mr. Aleva references Sheet C2 and states that there is a full tree line along the edge that they propose to remain. He adds that the distance is several hundred feet from the residence. Mr. Rapoza states that any type of work within the wetlands would require additional permits. 
With no additional comments, Mr. Strobel recesses the public comment portion for this case.  

Ms. Planchet mentions the discussions concerning a proposed monitoring plan and states that since legal opinion was provided opposing that idea, she suggests the board not require the monitoring.  She refers to the board’s discussion on sub-committees held at the last meeting and suggests that perhaps the access management subcommittee could be reformed, perhaps with CBNA Trustee president Mr. Colburn offering his time and expertise. Discussion ensues. 
Mr. Johnson makes a motion, second by Mr. Dill, to approve the site plan application with the following conditions:

- escrow account needs to be established along with a letter of credit,
- wording to be added to the plan stating that there will be no day to day school bus transportation for drop offs or pick ups, 
- all necessary local and state permits be obtained.  
Ms. Parmele states that she is still concerned with the traffic and hopes that if there are problems that exist that the residents will be heard. Mr. Strobel states that when CBNA has a draft of their campus master plan available, he hopes that a copy would be provided showing future building locations. Motion carries unanimously; 6/0. 
Rick Wolf has returned to the board as a voting member. 

VOLUNTARY MERGERS:

VM 10-01: Coe Brown Northwood Academy: Planning Board Members’ Signatures required on Form; 4/22/10 Approval. The forms are signed by the board. 

The following information on voluntary mergers is distributed to members and is continued to the May 27 meeting:
VM 10-02: Town of Northwood, 1020 First NH Turnpike, Map 217; Lots 46 & 47.

VM 10-03: Town of Northwood, Olde Canterbury Road and Main St, Map 216; Lots 43 & 48.

SIGNATURES:

Mr. Strobel signs plans for Camp Yavneh, Case 09-10.  

Ms. Planchet states that in review of the files, the plans for the John Harvey House, Case 08-03, had not been signed although all conditions were met. Mr. Strobel signs the site plan. 

OTHER:

Third Tier 

Ms. Planchet provides an overview of the Third Tier process and the progress.  She refers the board to a worksheet which members have in their packets that she prepared which shows the application requirements for Major and Minor site plans in columns A & B, with 3 columns provided for Minimal Impact.  She states that the board had been provided copies of the Town of Wakefield “Insignificant Change” document for review and discussion.  Further discussion ensues regarding a change of use and the proposed Minimal Impact category.   

A discussion is held regarding abutter notification for the minimal impact applications.  Mr. Dill suggests that there be a form that abutters could have the option to fill out and return if they have were to have any comments or concerns. He also notes that it would be good if the third tier application process could be completed within a one month time frame. Mr. Strobel states that he likes this suggestion. Ms. Planchet refers to the statute requirements and the timeliness of the process. Further discussion is held regarding streamlining the process and meeting state statutes without denying anyone their rights. Other discussions ensue regarding requirements and definitions being added to the minimal impact application.      

Mr. Strobel makes a motion, second by Mr. Johnson, to adopt the 13 points as presented in the Town of Wakefield’s application, plus item 14, providing that a previously approved site plan is on file or the applicant has provided sufficient information to make a determination. Ms Parmele expresses concern with enough sufficient information being provided for the board to make a determination. Mr. Johnson states that the applicant would still attend a planning board meeting. Mr. Strobel notes that the information would be provided by the applicant per the board’s request. Motion carries unanimously; 7/0. 
Ms. Planchet suggests that board members take time before the next meeting to review the regulations and the spreadsheet she provided and consider which requirements they would like to see for the minimal impact category.  She states the board may also want to consider whether they would recommend changes to existing requirements for the major and minor site plan applications.
Discussion - Subcommittees

A discussion is held regarding creating subcommittees. Mr. Strobel asks members to indicate whether they are interested in possible subcommittees:

-Water Resources: Ms. Parmele notes that the drainage changes were made to the site plan regulations, but have not been changed in the subdivision regulations. Mr. Johnson, Mr. Bell, and Ms. Parmele state they are interested.
- Recreation: Mr. Bell is interested
- Master Plan: Mr. Strobel notes that a master plan is typically updated every 6 to 10 years. Discussion ensues regarding a possible update.  Ms. Planchet states that the statute specifies that if a master plan be done, it must include land use and visioning sections and may have other chapters in addition.  Ms. Parmele states she believes that if those sections have been done, chapters could be revised and/or added to the plan.
- Capital Improvement Plan: Mr. Strobel states that he would be interested in  addressing a 5 year management plan. 

- Transportation/Traffic: Ms. Parmele and Mr. Wolf express interest.
- Economic Development/Housing/Agriculture: Ms. Parmele and Mr. Bell state they are interested.
Members

Mr. Strobel states that they now have two regular member positions open. Ms. Planchet states that there are three vacancies, two regular members and one alternate member.  
Babette Morrill is present and expresses interest in becoming a member of the planning board. She states that she had been interested in the planning board position and would be willing to resign from the budget committee and economic development committee in order to become a voting member. She states she was not willing to do that for an alternate position. 
Mr. Johnson makes a motion to appoint Babette Morrill as a regular member to the planning board with a one year term, pending resignations from the budget committee and the economic development committee. Ms. Parmele seconds. The motion passes unanimously; 7/0. 
Mr. Strobel makes a motion, second by Mr. Dill, to advertise for one regular member on the town’s website, the cable bulletin board, Forum, and the website for the Suncook Valley Sun if there is no cost involved. Mr. Dill seconds. The motion passes unanimously; 7/0.

SIGNATURE/PENDING FILES:

Ms. Planchet reviews the signature pending files and provides updates.  

Mr. Johnson motion to adjourn at 9:25. Mr. LeClerc seconds and the motion passes unanimously; 7/0. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Fellows-Weaver
Board Secretary  
Official as of May 27, 2010

