    Town of Northwood
Planning Board

March 10, 2011

Chairman Robert Strobel calls the work session to order at 7:10 p.m.  

PRESENT: Chairman Robert Strobel, Vice Chairman Herb Johnson, Babette Morrill, Alternate Victoria Parmele, and Town Planner Elaine Planchet. 

VOTING DESIGNATION: Robert Strobel, Herb Johnson, Babette Morrill, and Alternate Victoria Parmele.
ABSENT: Selectmen’s Representative Alden Dill, Rick Wolf, Roger LeClerc, Adam Sprague, and Alternate Pat Bell.

Case 11-04: James and Paul Cavarretta, Cavarretta Gardens, 707 First NH Tpke., Map 222 Lot 38. Applicant seeks site plan approval for retail sales of seasonal produce, plants, and Christmas trees.
Ms. Planchet explains that this is a minor site plan application with request to be considered as a minimal impact application due to change of use. The board reviews the materials provided. Ms. Morrill states that there were sales on site last summer. Ms. Parmele asks if there was an enforcement issue filed. Ms. Planchet replies that she is not sure; however, knows that discussions were held with the towns’ agriculture committee. The board expresses concern with traffic backing out onto Route 4.
Ms. Morrill expresses concern with the lot size and if there is going to be enough space for the five parking spaces and retail sales area. She states that the plan indicates 8 parking spaces. Ms. Morrill states that she does not believe that there is ample room and she suggests that measurements for the parking spaces and yard be provided to make sure the area is adequate for the required parking. 

Ms. Parmele asks how this type of application is determined.  Ms. Planchet replies that the board and staff will determine the issues for the minimal impact applications as we go along. Ms. Planchet states that she intends to have more interaction with the applicants regarding these types of applications. Ms. Parmele mentions that a site walk may be beneficial. Ms. Planchet states that it may be a good idea for her to send out an email to the board members in the beginning of the month notifying them of what has come in. This way there is time for the board to do drive-bys of the area. 
Mr. Strobel states that there is ample sight distance.

Ms. Planchet reads the criteria of the minimal impact application. She comments that the issue here is the parking as it may be that the present parking layout may not accommodate the proposed use.
Discussion is held regarding commercial business along with home business or home occupation. Ms. Planchet states that this is a retail use.  Ms. Morrill asks about the greenhouse and whether or not that use requires site plan approval. 
Discussion is held regarding the need for waiver requests. Ms. Planchet states that some items were marked “N/A” on the checklist and since it is up to the board to decide whether items are applicable or not, then written waiver requests are required.
The board discusses the scale of the drawing and whether it is accurate. Ms. Morrill states that more measuring is necessary and she suggests that a plan be presented on graph paper. Further discussion is held regarding needing a full scaled plan. Mr. Johnson states he believes that this is putting a burden on the applicant. 
Ms. Morrill mentions the fertilizer use and if there may be any effects on water quality, etc.
Ms. Planchet states that she will get her notes and the board’s comments to the applicant.
Case 11-03: Lisa Hill, 674 First NH Tpke., Map 222; Lot 14.  Applicant seeks a site plan review application for retail gift shop in an existing building.  
Board members review the information. Mr. Johnson notes that there is a discrepancy with the hours of operation. Ms. Planchet explains that this was amended and what is listed is accurate. 
Lengthy discussion is held regarding the parking area. The board requests that parking spaces be shown on the plan with required dimensions and rectangles shown. Mr. Johnson asks if the proposed three spaces are adequate. Ms. Planchet states that the parking requirements have been met. Application criteria are reviewed. Ms. Planchet adds that the site had an approval for an autobody repair shop, which could have been more of an impact that this proposal.
Ms. Planchet states that the fire department has indicated that an architectural design would be necessary. Discussion ensues.
A discussion is held relative to outdoor lighting. The board requests if any lighting is proposed that it be shown on the plan. 
Family Dollar

Ms. Planchet states that revised plans and a drainage report have been received for the Family Dollar application and they have been forwarded to Underwood Engineering. 

OTHER

Revisions to Site Plan Review Regulations

Ms. Planchet states that the regulations have been revised. There are formatting issues to be resolved with the draft and then the regulations will be republished, added to the website, and distributed. 
Proposed Minimal Impact and Home Business Applications and Checklists

Revised applications and checklists are distributed for review. Mr. Johnson makes a motion, second by Mr. Strobel to require BOCA, Fire, and Police Dept. forms for a home business as well as the minimal impact application process. Motion passes unanimously; 4/0. 
Mr. Johnson makes a motion, second by Ms. Parmele, to approve the minimal impact review application and the home business review application, and to include all of the checklists. Motion passes unanimously; 4/0. 
Transportation Issues/Meeting with Highway Advisory Committee and Strafford Regional Planning Commission March 16.
Ms. Planchet states that the joint meeting with SRPC and the highway advisory committee is scheduled for March 16.
Results of Town Elections re: Members and Accessory Apartments 

Ms. Planchet states that Ms. Morrill was elected for a two year term and Mr. Johnson was elected to a three year term. Ms. Planchet adds that Tim Jandebeur was elected to a one year term and Mr. Jandebeur and Mr. Johnson were both elected to terms on the budget committee. She explains that there is currently a call into the Local Government Center regarding two planning board members serving on another committee. Ms. Planchet also states that Joseph McCaffrey won a three year term with 28 write in votes. She reviews other write-in candidates and the votes. 
Ms. Planchet states that SB2 won in the town and school. Other discussion is held regarding SB2 in other towns. 
Northern Pass 
Mr. Strobel mentions the Northern pass map proposal and explains the proposal and notes the alternative route through two high priority Master Plan conservation zones in Northwood. Mr. Strobel states that he plans to attend a hearing Monday March 14 at Pembroke Academy and encourages other members to attend. Mr. Johnson makes a motion, second by Ms. Morrill, to authorize the chair to speak at the Northern Pass hearing on behalf of the Northwood Planning Board. Motion passes; 3/0/1. Mr. Strobel abstains. 
Adjournment
Motion is made by Mr. Johnson, second by Mr. Strobel, to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. Motion passes unanimously; 4/0.

Respectfully submitted
Lisa Fellows-Weaver

Board Secretary 
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