    Town of Northwood
Planning Board

February 16, 2011

Chairman Robert Strobel calls the joint meeting to order.  

PRESENT: Chairman Robert Strobel, Selectmen’s Representative Alden Dill, Babette Morrill, Alternate Victoria Parmele, and Board Administrator Linda Smith. 
Others Present

Scott Martin, John Lane, Jean Lane, Marion Knox, Road Agent Wilson, Stephen Bailey, Fred Bassett, Greg Bane, Strafford Regional Planning Commission Representative Scott Martin. 
Members of the planning board and highway advisory committee met to brain- storm and discuss issues that will be presented to Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC) at an upcoming meeting relative to traffic and transportation throughout Northwood. 

Topics of discussion were as follows:

· Corridor Study on Rte 4

· Traffic delays on Rte 4 due to Coe Brown

· Turning lanes throughout all of Rte 4 
· Sidewalks along most of Rte 4

· Alternative forms of transportation; bus service
· Other alternatives for ways to increase lanes; increase speeds, or find ways to handle the volume. 
· Designated turn light or sign at Rte 43/Rte. 4 intersection when heading North on Rte. 43. 
· Rt. 152 intersection
· Major traffic increases in the summer months

· Northwood - only Park & Ride between Concord and Portsmouth 

· Connector roads
Lengthy discussions were held relative to the above items and the group voted to prioritize the most important items to address with SRPC in March with a scoring system. The results in order of importance as follows: 
· Corridor Study: 11
· Rte 4 Continuous Turn Lanes: 10
· Rte 4, 43 & 202 Intersection Turn Signal : 8
· Rte 152 Intersection Upgrade : 8
· Rte 107, Gulf Rd. Emergency Egress, Rte 4 Bypass: 5
· Bus Service, Local Corridor Roads: 3
· Sidewalks; Trucking alternatives: 1
Jim Wilson noted that with dead-end developments, it would be more helpful if there were connecting streets rather than cul-de-sacs, whenever possible.  
Additional discussion was held regarding bypassing Rte. 4 when there are accidents. Steve Bailey noted that the problem with diverting traffic from Rte 4 to a town road is, if this action is not done by the state police, the town accepts the responsibility of any damage to the road. Mr. Wilson stated that the best plan is to have the state police close the road and then they make the decision to divert, making the state responsible.  
Mr. Strobel adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted

Lisa Fellows-Weaver

Board Secretary 
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