Town of Northwood
Planning Board

December 8, 2011

Chairman Robert Strobel calls the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  

PRESENT: Chairman Robert Strobel, Vice Chairman Tim Jandebeur, Rick Wolf, Joe McCaffrey, and Town Planner Elaine Planchet.  
ABSENT: Selectmen Representative Scott Bryer, Herb Johnson, Babette Morrill and Alternates Victoria Parmele, Adam Sprague and Pat Bell.

VOTING DESIGNATION Bob Strobel, Tim Jandebeur, Rick Wolf, and Joe McCaffrey.
MINUTES

November 17, 2011
The board reviews the minutes and notes corrections:

Page 1 add “Ms. Parmele arrives at 8:15 p.m.” and delete Ms. Parmele under Absent

Page 3, Line 14: change “o” to “to”

Page 3, Line 39: delete “that there is”

Page 5, Line 44: change “should” to “could”

Mr. Jandebeur makes a motion, second by Mr. McCaffrey, to approve the minutes of November 17, 2011, with corrections discussed.  Motion passes: 4/0. 
NEW CASE

Case 11-14: Denise Gordon, 68 First NH Turnpike. Map 234; Lot 19. Applicant seeks site plan review for yarn retail business within existing residence. 
Members review the application materials.  Ms. Planchet explains that upon first review, it seemed that this proposal should be considered a minor site plan review.  She states that there is no approved site plan on file, although the applicant explained that there had been a bakery at this location years ago.  Ms. Planchet states that based on her review of the application along with the Site Plan Review Regulations, she believes that this proposal qualifies for a Minimal Impact Application.  She refers the board to the Minimal Impact Criteria and states that the board would have to make this determination on the record.
Discussion ensues.  Ms. Planchet states that she has a few questions regarding existing parking, lighting, etc.  Mr. McCaffrey asks about sign requirements regarding the size of signs; discussion ensues.  Mr. Strobel states that the scale of the plan is not shown.  He states he would like to see more information on type of lighting shown on the plan.

The board continues to review the application materials.  Ms. Planchet states she will provide the applicant with the questions discussed and those on her notes.  
Proposed Ordinance Changes
Ms. Planchet states that a document of proposed amendments dated December 8 has been provided in their packets with suggested language for the proposed changes to the Northwood Development Ordinance.  She explains that the board had directed her to do further research and provide recommended amendments for five of the items discussed at the November 17 meeting.  Discussion ensues on each proposal.
Definition of Telecommunications Antenna 
Ms. Planchet states that her research determined that the state statute relative to Telecommunications, RSA 12-K, contains a definition of antenna.  She states the proposed change to the definition makes the towns definition the same as that found in the state law.  

Mr. Jandebeur makes a motion to accept the change for definition of telecommunications antenna as proposed.  Mr. McCaffrey seconds the motion.  Motion passes 4/0.
Development on a Single Lot re: Residential on Mixed Use Lot

Ms. Planchet explains that the board had decided at the November meeting not to address the matter of Multi-family and two family as originally identified, but to  focus on the issue of whether more than one residential structure should be allowed on mixed use developments.  She states that the language she provided is what town counsel proposed, to add the same sentence from the “residential only” section of the ordinance to the “mixed use” section.  
Discussion ensues.  Mr. Wolf asks whether this means that only one apartment would be allowed on a mixed use lot as this is not the case now.  Mr. Jandebeur states that the focus of this proposal is residential structures.  Ms. Planchet states that this recommendation would make clear what the intention is and that putting it on the ballot would allow the voters to decide.
Mr. McCaffrey makes a motion to go forward with this second item with the language as proposed.  Mr. Jandebeur seconds the motion.  Motion passes 4/0.
Clarification of Home Business section re: Performance Criteria
Ms. Planchet states that this proposal would clarify the Home Business section by specifying there that performance criteria are also required.  Mr. Jandebeur asks about the performance criteria.  Ms. Planchet states they are specified in Section V.B. of the development ordinance.

Mr. McCaffrey motions to accept the proposed language and go forward with the proposed amendment.  Mr. Jandebeur seconds the motion; motion passes 4/0.
Sign Regulations: Failure to conform & permit void

The board reviews the proposed language.  Ms. Planchet explains that it seems reasonable to delete the section; if the board wishes to have more specific powers for code enforcement, it should probably be addressed with more effort.  Discussion ensues.
Mr. Jandebeur motions to remove the wording as proposed.  Mr. McCaffrey seconds the motion.  Motion passes 4/0.
Board inability to grant variance - Directional Signs

Ms. Planchet explains the proposed language to delete the section which town council indicated appears to grant the planning board authority to grant a variance.  She states that she and Ms. Smith reviewed the sign regulations and noted that section VIII (4) addresses directional signs also.
Discussion ensues.  Mr. McCaffrey speaks about whether or not it is appropriate to not limit the number of directional signs on a lot and that it could get out of hand.  Ms. Planchet states that some communities which she researched have a definition of directional signs in their ordinance.  The consensus of the board is to not add a definition.  

Mr. Jandebeur motions to delete section VIII (5)(d) as proposed.  Mr. McCaffrey seconds the motion.  Motion passes 4/0.
Public Hearing Schedule

Ms. Planchet refers the board to the statutory deadlines for public hearings for the March ballot for proposed amendments to the development ordinance.  She refers to the town calendar and Suncook Valley Sun deadlines.  Discussion ensues.  
The consensus of the board is to have the first public hearing on January 3, 2012 at 6:00 pm.  Ms. Planchet states that this would ensure that the public notice be in the paper for the December 21 edition.

Mr. Strobel motions to change the January 12 work session to Tuesday, January 17 at 7:00, and if needed the second public hearing would be on January 17 at 7:00.  Second by Mr. McCaffrey.  Motion passes 4/0

Adjournment

Mr. Jandebeur motions to adjourn at 9:11 pm.  Second by Mr. McCaffrey.  Motion passes 4/0.

Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Planchet

Town Planner

PAGE  
3
Official as of December 22, 2011

